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Our Nawrooz celebration this year was filled with 
Afghan music, dancing, great food and fun.  
We were fortunate to have Afghan and Canadian 
speakers share their experiences of Nawrooz and 
a bit of the history of the Canadians involvement 
in Afghanistan. 

This event provided an opportunity for the 
Afghan community to proudly share the their 
culture in a positive way while providing 
Canadians a different perspective of the Afghan 
culture than the one that we see in the media. 

Eileen Olexiuk gave a 
moving tribute to Flora 
McDonald, who also 
attended. In addition 
she delivered a tribute 
to her friend Dr. Roshan 
Thomas, recently killed in 
Afghanistan. 

This year our group 
identified strengthening 
linkages with the local 
Afghan community as 

one of our priorities. This objective was more than 
met. However, we were disappointed that we did not 
reach our fundraising goal. It didn’t help that there 
was a snow storm that day, causing several of our 
regulars to cancel.  We will be rethinking how we 
stage the event for the next year. 

We benefited from having secured a grant from 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) that 
permitted us to develop and print promotional and 
educational material and hire Afghan performers 
and Farzana Wahidy to photograph the event.  Our 
CIC Program Officer attended the event to audit our 
event and encouraged us to apply again next year.  

Mr. Najibullah 
Safi, representing 
Embassy of 
Afghanistan in 
Ottawa presents 
a perspective on 
Afghanistan today 
in English and Farsi.



Dr. Maisam Najafizada talks about the 
history and celebration of Nawrooz.

The Dancers

The Band 



Exploring The Impact of 2014 Election on 
Afghan Women and Peace 

In October we hosted an exciting educational event 
aimed at exploring the impact of the 2014 election 
on Afghan women. We invited the community 
to a screening of Diana Saqeb’s Documentary 25 
Darsad (25 per cent), with a donation to CW4WA as 
admission

 In addition to the 
screening, we were 
pleased to present 
women’s rights activist 
Sabrina Saqeb as a 
guest speaker. Sabrina 
was born in 1979 in 
Afghanistan but raised 
and lived more than 20 
years of her life in Iran 
as a refugee. Her family 
fled to Iran as the result 

of death threats to his father’s life due to his political 
activities when she was only 18 months. In 2003 she 
returned to Afghanistan and devoted herself to serve 
her own people who were in urgent need of assistance 
after the fall of the Taliban Regime. In 2005 at the age 
of 25 she became the youngest elected member of the 
parliament. 

She has served in the women rights, human 
rights and civil society commission as well as the 
oversight commission for the implementation of 
the constitution. Out of 68 female members of 
parliament Sabrina was one the two female members 
who decided not to run for the second run of the 
parliamentary election in 2010. 

We were also pleased to 
present guest speaker 
Senator Mobina Jaffer, the 
first South Asian woman 
appointed to the Upper 
House. Senator Jaffer served 
as Canada’s Special Envoy 
for Peace in Sudan from 
2002 to 2006 and chaired 
the Canadian Committee 

on Women, Peace, and Security 2002 to 2005. 
Women’s rights and children’s rights are central to 
Senator Jaffer’s advocacy.

It’s Our War Too - “Fearless Women” 
series 

This February the Great Canadian Theatre Company 
(GCTC) presented the play “This is War” by 
Hannah Moscovitch, described as an “intimate and 
gripping story of four Canadian Forces soldiers in 
Afghanistan as they grapple with escalating tensions 
leading up to the next mission.” 

Whether we all agreed with the content of the play or 
not, our group decided it was a good opportunity to 
set up a booth, sell products, give out pamphlets and 
generally increase our name recognition in Ottawa. 
We did okay with the product sales, gathered some 
names of potential donors and over the three weeks 
managed to engage some new and eager volunteers.  

In addition we participated in a panel discussion, 
It’s Our War Too as part of their “Fearless Women” 
series. 
The panel discussion revolved around the impact of 
war in the lives of women serving in the military and 
the lives of the average Afghan women.

Several members of the audience had been in 
Afghanistan as nurses or with other NGOs and 
questioned the collective impact of the Canadians in 
Afghanistan. Our message was clear, organizations 
like CW4WA are making a difference and improving 
the lives of women living in conflict. The discussion 
was emotional for all present, so much so that at the 
end of the panel Eric Coates, the Artistic Director 
of GCTC was moved to provide a reflection on the 
session and the play itself. 


