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Montreal’s South Asian Women’s Community Centre in  

Solidarity with women of Afghanistan on eve of International Women’s Day, 8 March 

On the occasion of International Women’s Day, in solidarity with the women of Afghanistan, the South Asian 

Women’s Community Centre (SAWCC) calls upon the Canadian government to uphold the rights of women in 

Afghanistan.  Since the start of the peace talks based on their agreement with the previous US administration, the 

Taliban have increased their targeted attacks on women and civil society leaders in an attempt to silence them. 

While the people of Afghanistan, including women, want peace, they are determined that this peace should not 

come at the cost of losing their constitutional rights and that the gains of the last two decades should be protected.  

In support of the women of Afghanistan, SAWCC is concerned that the democratic progress made since the fall of 

the Taliban in 2001 must not be reversed upon a Taliban resumption of political power. In particular, SAWCC is 

concerned about the protection of the rights of women and minorities.  

We ask the Canadian government to act in accordance with its own unequivocal gender equality guidelines and to 

support human rights through its international policy by supporting the rights of Afghan women, religious and 

ethnic minorities and civil society. Appeasing the Taliban by bartering away the considerable gains of the last 19 

years, including citizens' rights outlined in the current Constitution, will undermine the emerging Afghan 

democracy and cannot lead to sustainable peace. We urge the government of Canada to seek appropriate channels 

for reconciliation and support the internationally sanctioned framework under the auspices of the United Nations to 

bring about sustainable peace, to allow Afghan citizens and their elected government to bring about national 

reconciliation and take the necessary steps to expand their young democracy.  

We therefore urge the Canadian government to:  

1. Exert pressure on the Taliban for a ceasefire 

2. Strive to ensure that women's rights in Afghanistan will not be reversed to secure a deal with the 

Taliban  

3. Support the autonomy of the Ministry of Women's Affairs and the Afghan Independent 

Human Rights Commission 

4. Push for women's meaningful participation in the peace talks 

5. Work to ensure that the autonomy and freedom of civil society organizations is made part of 

the peace agreement. 
 

South Asian Women’s Community Centre 
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