
The Grand Theatre is proud to host 
a BENEFIT PERFORMANCE of

a thousand splendid suns

For Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan
A portion of the proceeds from this performance will be donated to CW4WAfghan

SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2PM - spriet stage

Performance followed by a special panel discussion.

BEYOND THE HEADLINES:  

SPEAKERS:

Murwarid Ziayee, CW4WAfghan Senior Director

Prior to moving to Canada in 2018, Murwarid was CW4WAfghan’s Country Director in Kabul for 7 
years. Previously, she worked with UNAMA for six years as a National Gender Affairs Officer and later 
as a National Human Rights Officer. She has served the Office of the President as Program Officer with
a focus on analysis of women’s rights issues. She is a leader and advocate for women’s rights and the 
recipient of the CW4WAfghan Champion for Education Award (2015).

Dr. Lauryn Oates, CW4WAfghan Programs Director

 As an award winning human rights activist, Lauryn’s focus is on international development, 
women’s rights and education in conflict zones. She has worked with diverse organizations and 
agencies throughout the Muslim world on gender and human rights advocating for women’s rights, 
particularly in Afghanistan. She has worked as an expert consultant with the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Nike Foundation, and Transparency International, among others.

a thousand splendid suns

Based on the international best-selling novel by the author of "The Kite 
Runner," this is the story of three generations of women bound together 
by mar riage, family, and a secret past in war-ravaged Afghanistan.

MODERATOR:

Tickets: A+ $84  A $74   B $54    grandtheatre.com

What Does the Future Hold for Afghanistan?

Box office: 519.672.8800     471 Richmond street, london ON  n6a 3e4

March 13 to 31 
Spriet Stage

Kate McKenzie, Digital Media Producer, Author, Educator, Speaker

As the founder of Worldviews Productions and a Studio Manager at Ryerson University's 
Transmedia Zone, Kate focuses on sharing stories of innovation from individuals who have 
courage in the face of difficulty.  She is currently directing and producing a documentary film about 
the first women to run a marathon in Afghanistan called "The Secret Marathon". 
www.thesecretmarathon.com 


