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Welcome to the CW4WAfghan annual 
Special Edition Newsletter, Champions 
– Education for Afghan Women and 
Girls. We take great pride and pleasure 
re-visiting our annual symposium held 
in Oakville in Sept 2011, and in sharing 
the wealth of information which emerged 
from the outstanding program. We are 
confident that this newsletter will provide 
updates and information for our members 
and supporters who were unable to 
attend, as well as the opportunity for 
delegates to reminisce about a very 
powerful few days. 
     Approximately 70 delegates, 
including seven Afghan guests, 
converged in Oakville, Ontario, to 
enjoy the annual series of workshops, 
allowing us to continue to expand 
our understanding of Afghanistan, 
strengthen our networks across the 
country, as well as build new ones.  
Enormous thanks to the amazing 
Oakville affiliate, Canadians in Support 
of Afghan Women, for hosting the event 
with such flair and class, not to mention 
a year of hard work. 
     The goals of our organization are 
to advance education and educational 
opportunities for Afghan women and 
their families, and to educate Canadians 
about human rights in Afghanistan. 
As you will learn in the newsletter, the 
theme of this year’s Symposium was 
a celebration of the champions who 
have advanced these goals with such 
conviction, courage and dedication.

     The kick-off event, the large, sold-out 
banquet to honour Sally Armstrong, was 
the first in a series of tributes including 
the first Champion Award to our 
Executive Director, Janice Eisenhauer, a 
thank you to long-standing Director and 
Chair of CSAW, Linda Middaugh, who 
is stepping off the Board this year, as 
well as the opportunity to hear from our 
many Afghan champions, including Dr. 
Sima Samar, Murwarid Ziayee and Dr. 
Sakena Yacoobi. In fact, all the speakers 
you are going to read about in the 
newsletter have been champions of the 
cause and have helped girls and women 
in Afghanistan. In this spirit, thank you to 
all the chapter members and supporters 
who continue to work tirelessly, often in 
the background, to improve the lives of 
girls and women in Afghanistan. 

(Cont’d. Page 4)

 

Welcome from CW4WAfghan President,
M a d e l i e n e  Ta r a s i c k

A Message from CW4WAfghan President, Madeliene Tarasick

http://www.cw4wafghan.ca/who-we-are
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From page 3...
     We are pleased to welcome two new members to 
the Board of Directors: Dale Butterill, from Oakville’s 
CSAW, and Susan Hartley, from the Atlantic Chapter. 
We are excited to have two new champions join the 
Board and thrilled that Susan has jumped right in to 
undertake the daunting job of hosting the next annual 
Symposium! Meanwhile, a thank you to all our Board 
members who continue to champion the cause as well 
as to Financial Officer, Penny Christensen, Executive 
Director, Janice Eisenhauer and Projects Director, 
Lauryn Oates. 
     Reflecting back on 2011, the withdrawal of 
Canadian troops from Afghanistan in July stands 
out as a significant event, with an uncertain impact. 
We heard disappointment and concern from 
our Afghan partners. An even greater challenge 
is the potential impact on our work; the media 
was quick to inquire about “what now” for us. Of 
course, our goals remain the same, our work 
continues, during and after the Taliban, before and 
after troop deployment. Canada is not ‘done with 
Afghanistan’-- we currently have close to 1,000 
troops deployed there. These troops are providing 
much needed literacy training for Afghan troops –
with a target of all troops having a minimal literacy 
standard at the Grade 3 level. Again, the deplorable 
situation of illiteracy is apparent. This deployment 
is directly in line with our organization’s goals and 
objectives.
     We urge our supporters and members to re-
affirm the commitment to our goals and continue 
to join us to champion the cause of Afghan women 
and their families. 
     In closing, I know you will enjoy the extensive 
detail and comprehensiveness of this newsletter, 
which hopefully will generate even more 
enthusiasm about the work ahead. Special 
thanks to all contributors, and especially Deborah 
Alexander and Janice Eisenhauer, for their 
significant efforts in producing this newsletter. 

“...The power, the energy, 
the love, the commitment 
of all of our delegates 
was truly moving and 
empowering.  Having 
three Afghan women on 
our panel speaking from 
their hearts and sharing 
their perspectives with us 
has forever change me. 
The passionate voice of 
Dr. Yacoobi reminding us 
not to feel sorry for Afghan 
women, rather to support 
them as they stand up and 
lead. This will stay with me 
forever...”

Christine,Oakville

Message from Delegates:

A Tribute to Sally Armstrong 
(left) from CW4WAfghan, CSAW 
and LW4LW--Presenters: Janice 
Eisenhauer and Lauryn Oates.

In solidarity, 

Madeliene Tarasick
President
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Message from Delegates:
Champions: Education for Afghan Women & Girls

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan
Canadians in Suppor t of  Afghan Women

O A K V I L L E ,  O N  

P.O. Box 86016 Marda Loop, Calgary, AB T2T 6B7 
Tel: 1 403 244-5625
Email: Info@CW4WAfghan.ca 
Website: www.CW4WAfghan.ca

1515 Rebecca St., Suite 227, Oakville, ON L6L 5G8 
Tel: 1 905 825-3622

info@canadianssupportafghanwomen.ca
www.canadianssupportafghanwomen.ca

Holiday Inn, Halton Room, 
2525 Wyecroft Road, Oakville, Ontario 

October 1, 2011
8:30 am Registration

Program 9:00 am – 4:30 pm

Special guests and CW4WAfghan members 
from across Canada joined together in a series 
of presentations and panel discussions on topics 
focussing on the theme for the 2011 annual 
symposium: 

Champions: Education for 
Afghan women and girls.

Our volunteer network is proud to provide this yearly opportunity for Canadians to 
learn from the many “Champions” actively involved in Afghanistan.

Our special guests offer insights on what the future holds for advancing education for 
Afghan women and girls and how Canadians can help. Special guests and panelists 
included: 

 Sally Armstrong, author, human rights activist, documentary filmmaker

 Dr. Sandra Cook, Louis Hatch Dupree Foundation/Able Box Libraries

 William Crosbie, Canada’s Former Ambassador to Afghanistan

 Lauryn Oates, CW4WAfghan Projects Director

 Dr. Sima Samar, Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission

 Prof. Sakena Yacoobi, Afghan Institute of Learning

 Murwarid Ziayee, CW4WAfghan Country Director, Afghanistan
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CW4WAfghan 2011 National Symposium
‘Champions: Education for Afghan Women and Girls
The Annual National Symposium of Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan 
was a resounding success. The goals of this 2 1/2 day workshop series were to 
support Canadians of all ages in becoming effective champions for education for 
Afghan women and girls, and to impart the skills and awareness to nurture effective 
advocates for change. Held in Oakville ON. September 30 through October 1, 2011, 
and organized together with CW4WAfghan’s affiliate, Canadians in Support of Afghan 
Women (CSAW), the Symposium delegates included seven Afghan women who came 
directly from Afghanistan and 70 CW4WAfghan members and supporters from our 
chapters coast to coast.
     It all began on the Thursday evening with a welcome reception at the Bronte 
Holiday Inn, Oakville, our base of operations for the next two days, where members 
delighted in renewing acquaintances and learning more about the days ahead. It 
ended with an informal supper on the Saturday evening. At the conclusion there 
was unanimity that the Symposium had been enormously motivating, filled with new 
understandings of both our CW4WAfghan project work and, more broadly, of the 
determination of the women of Afghanistan to stand up and be counted, to lead their 
country into a better future with a functioning judicial system, a consistent regard for 
all citizens’ human rights, a greatly improved and expanded educational system, and 
an end to endemic 
corruption and 
poverty.
     Among our 
Afghan guests were 
Murwarid Ziayee, 
CW4WAfghan 
Country Director 
in Kabul; Dr. Sima 
Samar, Chair of 
the Afghanistan 
Independent 
Human Rights Commission; Dr. Sakena Yacoobi, Founder and Executive Director 
of the Afghan Institute of Learning; and four Afghan women who are Master 
Teachers working under Dr. Yacoobi’s direction. We were very fortunate to have with 
us two Afghan Canadian sisters,  Maryam and Mehran Monsef, members of the 
Peterborough chapter, who provided simultaneous translation for the teachers.
     Both Friday and Saturday sessions were filled with very informative presentations; 
the Friday session ending with the Annual General Meeting. 
     Friday evening was a high point, a Tribute Dinner honouring 
Sally Armstrong, with 450 in attendance, a moving keynote 
speech by Dr. Samar and a beautiful musical tribute sung by Little 
Women for Little Women in Afghanistan’s 14-year old founder, 
Alaina Podmorow. On Saturday morning there was great 
excitement and jubilation when Executive Director Janice 
Eisenhauer was awarded CW4WAfghan’s first ‘Champions: 

Education for Afghan Women and Girls’ trophy in a 
surprise ceremony (see page 10).

CW4WAfghan Symposium gets underway Friday, Sept 30th

Sally Armstrong A 
Tribute in Song By: 
Alaina Podmorow
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Symposium 
Welcome and Keynote Address 
on Friday, September 30, 2011

Delegates were welcomed to the 
official opening of this, the fourth 
National Symposium, by Linda 
Middaugh, chair of Canadians 
in Support of Afghan Women 
(CSAW) and retiring Canadian 
Women for Women in Afghanistan 
(CW4WAfghan) Board Member; by 
Liz Watson, a key CSAW Symposium 
organizer; and by Madeliene 
Tarasick, President of CW4WAfghan.
     The keynote address, ‘Education 
for Afghan Women and Girls’, 
was given by Lauryn Oates, our 
unstoppable Projects Director and 
very frequent visitor to Afghanistan 
(she calls it “the place in the world 
where I feel most at home”). Lauryn 
is ever-optimistic about the prospects 
for Afghanistan. She spoke of 
the recent Afghan law which 
criminalizes violence against women. 
She reminded us that 40% of 
Afghanistan’s girls are now in school. 

Lauryn told us about a recent conversation 
she’d had with a 28-year-old journalist at 
TOLO, Afghanistan’s largest television 
channel. He is sure that his country will 
not go back to where it was in 2001 under 
the Taliban.
      Lauryn enumerated the four broad 
principles that guide our work with 
our Afghan partners, with government 
ministries and agencies, and with other 
development organizations in Afghanistan 
(see next page).
     Winding up her brief talk Lauryn 
mentioned that she has a book in the 
making, a book about how Afghan 
individuals defied the Taliban. (Many 
will recall the exhibit displayed at past 
symposiums entitled ‘Unsung Heroes’ 
which featured large photographs of brave 
Afghan men and women and told the 
stories of their individual heroism. Lauryn 
edited these stories written by journalist, 
Terry Glavin.) Her forthcoming book looks 
at the lives and works of a whole new 
group of unsung heroes in Afghanistan.

In the following pages you will find comprehensive stories and photos of all these 
events – and perhaps they will tempt you to join us at the 2012 National Symposium 
to be held next October 11-13 in Pictou County, Nova Scotia, one hour from Halifax.

Linda Middaugh welcoming  
Delegates in Oakville

Lauryn Oates
CW4WAfghan Projects Director

http://www.cw4wafghan.ca/calendar/2012-10
http://www.funders-afghan-women.org/unsung-heroes/
www.canadianssupportafghanwomen.ca
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Rita Priestley, 
CW4WAfghan Chair, Saskatchewan

Betty-Ann Heggie 
Womentorship Program

Delegates and visitors alike were riveted to their 
seats by the presentation given by CW4WAfghan 
Saskatchewan Chapter Chair, Rita Priestley, 
and Betty-Ann Heggie, former Senior Vice 
President at Potash Corp. and founder of the 
Womentorship Program at the University of 
Saskatchewan’s Edwards School of Business.
     Starting the talk with a map of ‘The Hero’s 
Journey’, the speakers took turns describing the 
steps each took to get to their goal of bringing a 
small cohort of female Afghan master teachers 
to Saskatoon for three weeks’ of orientation to a 
wide variety of educational experiences. These 
included ways of looking at health education, 
government ministries, higher education and 
more. The biggest stumbling block – which took 
well over a year – was getting visas for the six 
teachers to come to Canada. In the end, after 
endless efforts of all kinds, they were successful 
in getting visas for four. The women arrived in 
Toronto from Afghanistan just as the Symposium 
was beginning. On October 2 they left for 
Saskatoon, under the guidance of these two 
speakers and the teachers’ mentor, Dr. Sakena 
Yacoobi.
    Betty-Ann Heggie and Dr. Yacoobi had met 
a few years previously at a Peace Conference 
in Italy where they were both speakers. It was 
Dr. Yacoobi who approached Betty-Ann after 
hearing her speak about her Womentorship 

SESSION: “The HERoine’s Journey: Heeding the Call to 
Adventure”  Presenters: Betty-Ann Heggie and Rita Priestley

Lauryn Oates, CW4WAfghan Projects Director, enumerated the four broad principles 
that guide our work with our Afghan partners, with government ministries and 
agencies and with other development organizations in Afghanistan:

1) Keep in mind, it’s not about us, and yet it is! Our efforts do matter. 
2) Fight against excuses of cultural relativism – the idea that human rights 
abuses are OK in other places because their culture is different. This is not 
acceptable.
3) Be proud of CW4WAfghan’s accomplishments: the over $4 million we 
have contributed, of the 4,000 teachers we have trained, and the increased 
literacy rates through the village libraries and literacy programs.
4) Don’t lose hope! Lauryn reminded us that Afghans risk their lives every day 
to go to school and now have twice risked their lives to vote in national elections. 
We must stand together with them.
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program. Dr. Yacoobi all but insisted 
that they must work together to bring 
female Afghan teachers to Saskatchewan 
to learn about Canadian educational 
practices. Betty-
Ann and Rita 
Priestley knew 
one another, 
and a year ago 
Rita decided 
to attend the 
CW4WAfghan 
National 
Symposium 
in Kelowna to 
see what our 
organization 
was all about. 
From there she decided to open a 
Saskatchewan chapter of CW4WAfghan 
and the rest is history. A further 
connection bears mentioning. Lauryn 
adds that several of our CW4WAfghan 
Teacher Trainers were also trained by Dr. 
Yacoobi!
     Referring back to their map, Betty-
Ann and Rita traced the steps of their 
journey to get these teachers here. 
Starting with Innocence, they briefly 
traced their own CV’s which they 
called The Preparation. Then came 
The Call, Dr. Yacoobi’s entreaty that 
they join forces to bring the teachers 
to Canada. The next long stretch was 
Initiation–- learning all that would be 
involved, not only in getting clearance to 
get the teachers here but making all the 
contacts and arrangements that would 
make the trip worthwhile.
     The next step on the road was 
Strategizing-- finding the various means 
to bring ideas to fruition, often having to 
abandon one idea and try another. 
     Through all of this Helping Allies-
-their networks, and networks of 
networks--played an essential role. 
Finally, they reached Breakthrough 
where all their efforts gelled, the visas 

were granted, and the three-week 
program came together. Last on the 
map was Celebration. What struck us 
as we listened to the tale, often told with 

wonderful humorous detail, 
was the huge importance of 
persistence when the odds 
of success seemed to be 
low.  The second lesson 
that stood out was the great 
importance of calling on 
everyone’s connections, 
making good use of 
networks and informing 
and involving individuals, 
the provincial and federal 
governments and the press. 

Last but not least, they used 
Facebook and Twitter daily!
     It was hard to listen to this tale and 
not be struck by its applicability to the big 
projects CW4WAfghan has ahead. We 
will surely return to the Map many times to 
help guide us through the challenges and 
journey ahead.

Dr. Sakena Yacoobi (l) and  
Betty-Ann Heggie (r) 

The HERo’s Journey 
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The Champion Award
Mid-morning on Saturday, the second 
day of the Symposium, a great hush fell 
over the room where over 70 delegates 
and our invited guests were assembled. 
Madeliene Tarasick, President of 
CW4WAfghan, broke the silence with: 
“Last night we were thrilled to announce 
a new award, the Champion Award, 
inspired by Sally Armstrong. We indicated 
that the Award would be presented at the 
2012 Annual Meeting. It is my pleasure 
to announce a small change in that plan. 
We are pleased to announce that the 
first recipient of the annual Champion 
Award will be presented with the Award 
today. We can not miss the opportunity to 
present  the award in the presence of the 
luminaries on the stage today!” With that, 
each of the following people gave their 
personal tribute to the Champion:  
Penny Christensen: “This person has 
enriched many lives, including mine. I value 
her friendship, her integrity,  her persistence, 
her compassion and her strength.”
Linda Middaugh: “This person never 
ceases to amaze me with her multitude of 
talents. She is my #1 computer contact, 
my #1 Skype contact, and has been my 
mentor for over 10 years!”
Murwarid Ziayee:  “This person is a 
symbol of kindness, dedication, and 
integrity. I’m inspired by this person’s 
spiritual quality that motivated others to 
follow the path she started.”
Marg Stewart: “This passionate, warm, 
and very generous person ‘wields hope 
like an axe’.”
Jamie Podmorow: “This person’s 
endless tenacity and deep laid passion 
are constant inspiration in our journey to 
restore women’s rights in Afghanistan.”
Irene MacDonald: “This person’s vision, 

passion, enthusiasm, energy, and 
unswerving commitment to women’s 

rights and education in Afghanistan 
convinced me, on our first meeting, that 
CW4WAfghan was an organization where I 
wanted to spend my volunteer hours.”
Ryan Alred: “This person is a guiding light 
to fledgling Canadian charities, helping 
them match their lofty ambitions with the 
skills and the iron determination needed to 
make their dreams a reality. Her words of 
wisdom will echo for generations.”
Deborah Alexander: “This person has 
inspired us with her very deep capacity for 
listening – and considering -- all that’s brought 
forth to her. She has shown us the enormous 
potential  CW4WAfghan has to bring change 
and growth, both here and in Afghanistan.”
Lauryn Oates: “This person is a mover 
and shaker, a mentor and a sage, a 
thinker and a planner, a visionary and a 
passionate activist all rolled into one! She’s 
an exceptionally rare bird and it’s been an 
honour to have witnessed the depth of her 
dedication over the last decade and more – 
I remain in awe.”
Madeliene Tarasick: “This person helps 
us find light in the darkest of times and 
elevates everyone around her. This person 
is Janice Eisenhauer, the co-founder of 
the organization, and the heart and soul of 
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan.”
     With this, and after great applause, Janis 
Rapchuk presented Janice with a framed 
citation and Madeliene handed Janice 
a most beautiful lucite pyramid-shaped 
Champion’s 
Trophy, which 
reads: ‘Service 
is the rent 
we pay for 
the privilege 
of living on 
this earth” -- 
Chisholm.’ 

Janice was 
clearly overcome. Award recipient:  

Janice Eisenhauer
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CW4WAfghan Inaugural 2011 CHAMPIONS AWARD presented to  
Janice Eisenhauer, Executive Director (l-r: Lauryn Oates, Madeliene 
Tarasick, Janice Eisenhauer, Janis Rapchuk and Murwarid Ziayee)

The Champion Award presentation included a 
framed citation, pictured on right, which reads:

This, the first 2011 Champion for Education for Women 
& Girls in Afghanistan is awarded to Janice Eisenhauer. 
You have inspired us from the beginning on both sides of the 
world--in Canada and Afghanistan--engaging us, guiding 
us, encouraging us and sustaining us with your love, 
wisdom, commitment, and compassion. With our profound 
admiration and thanks,

The Symposium wasn’t all work!...
Pictured on right (centre in black and bangles): 
Anne Cameron gave a lesson in belly-dancing for 
Delegates. There were a lot of good sports in the 
room and our ‘exercise’ was great for a good stretch, 
a lot of giggles and belly laughs with many new 
friends! Anne has raised thousands 
of dollars for our education projects 
through her belly-dancing classes. 
Thank you Anne! 
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SESSION: “From the Field: CW4WAfghan Education Projects in 
Afghanistan” Lauryn Oates, CW4WAfghan Projects Director and 
Murwarid Ziayee, Country Director

Lauryn Oates, introducing the session as “an overview of a few current 
projects funded by our donors in Canada,” summarized the project work done by 
CW4WAfghan from the beginning, including the completion of over 300 projects 
and donations raised of over $4 million towards education in Afghanistan. This last 
year (2011) there were 14,000 direct beneficiaries of the projects, and an average 
project budget ranging from $1,000 to $60,000. She further explained that the 
CW4WAfghan partner projects are organized into three main areas:

CW4WAfghan’s Three Programs in Afghanistan

1) Community Libraries and Book Development,
2) Investments in Public Education, and

3) Literacy and Life Skills

www.CW4WAfghan.ca  HOW WE HELP

http://www.cw4wafghan.ca/How-We-Help
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Murwarid Ziayee began her presentation by describing the team of 10 staff in 
the Kabul office. The team includes the Country Director, the Program Assistant, 
the Village Library and Literacy Coordinator, five Master 
Trainers, and two Drivers. She went on to describe some 
of the capacity building that is being offered to our staff 
and Afghan partner organizations by CW4WAfghan, 
including free workshops such as Board Basics, Project 
Management, Librarianship, Reading Promotion, and 
Proposal Writing.
     Three current projects were described by Murwarid and 
Lauryn. The first project is with the partner organization, 
Medica Afghanistan in Kabul. The project is budgeted at 
approximately $25,000 each year and it involves literacy 
training for 120 women who have participated in Medica’s 
counselling programs. The women beneficiaries are 
from six districts in Kabul province. They talk about how 
empowering it is for them to gain literacy:

“Quotes from Project Literacy Students:

“I found that how much the life is interesting 
when you realize and read something.” 

“Learning literacy has made a huge difference 
to my personal life. Now, no one can cheat me 
with my money which I earn by making gabion 
(baskets).”

Murwarid Ziayee 
CW4WAfghan Country Director

The second project outlined by Murwarid is located in Jalalabad with 
our partner, the Afghan Women’s Welfare Department where English and 

computer skills are being taught. This and other projects are described in more detail 
on the CW4WAfghan.ca website under HOW WE HELP.

Cont’d. Page 14

I  came away awestruck by the courage and 
determination of the Afghan women Delegates, not only 
at the symposium but back home in their country. They 
have shown such resil ience and courage in the face of 
huge adversity...I  was also inspired by all  the women 
in Canada ...who are working so hard in their desire to 
see Afghanistan become a free and open society where 
every female wil l  enjoy equal r ights..

Anne Parry, Oakvil le

Message from Delegates:
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 From Page 13 
    The third project outlined by Murwarid was 
the CW4WAfghan implemented Fanoos 
[Safe Light] Teacher Training. Five Master 
Teacher Trainers are currently on staff 
with CW4WAfghan’s office in Kabul. They 
provide in-service teacher training in the 
provinces of Kabul, Laghman, Parwan, and 
Panjshir. An estimated total of 1,950 Afghan 
teacher trainees will receive training in our 
program that extends from May 2011 to 
April 2013. Our partner for this project is the 
Afghan Women’s Resource Centre. It is a 
$650,000 project funded with $500,000 from 
CIDA and $150,000 from CW4WAfghan 
donor funds.

Some exciting and ambitious new projects 
are in the planning for 2012. They include 
extending our teacher training to even 
more remote areas -- Daikundi  and 
Badakhshan. Another new project, the 
Darakht-e Danesh (Knowledge Tree) 
Online Library for Afghan Educators is an 
online resource library being developed 
in three languages – Dari, Pashto, and 
English. Plans are being made for an 
e-learning centre for teachers. This 
centre would be provided with at least 26 
computer stations where teachers would 
come to learn about all the possible uses 
of the Darakht-e Danesh resources – 
including subject material, lesson plans, 
and instructional methods.

Undertaken with the f inancial support of the 
Government of Canada provided through the 

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)

Réalisé avec l’appui  financier du 
gouvernement du Canada agissant par l’entremise de 

l’Agence canadienne de développement international 

(ACDI)

FANOOS (Safe Light) Teacher Training  
in Kabul and Laghman Provinces

Fanoos (Safe Light) 

Teacher Training

Three main Project 

Objectives =

1)  Training and 

capacity building 

for up to ten Master 

Teacher Trainers;

2) Training 1,950 

in-service Teacher 

Trainees; and

3) Public Engagement 

in Canada

Teacher Trainee demonstrating her new math 
skills at the CW4WAfghan Best Practices 
Conference in Kabul, January 2011
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SESSION: Online Volunteering – Tools and Tips, presented by 
Ryan Aldred, CW4WAfghan Director and President of the Canadian 
International Learning Foundation (CanILF).

For those of us who need a polishing-up of computer knowledge and skills, Ryan 
Aldred is the man! Ryan began with the reassuring statement “New technology 
takes time to learn!” and cautioned us that it's impossible to keep up with all of it! 
While he and his organization have been very resourceful in their use of internet 
communications–in this case, for developing volunteer teams--he pointed out 
some caveats in using electronic communications. For example, getting 'the tone' 
right can be difficult in an email. What's more, it is hard to develop a sense of 
community when communication is exclusively online.
     Speaking about best practices, Ryan emphasized the importance of 
keeping a clean inbox. (Does anyone do that?) He also spoke of the need to 
give each email its own topic and not to mix topics in an email. To develop 
effective teamwork using email he indicated that your message must be clear 
and concise; you must have a time limit; the potential impact of what you're 
asking the team to do must be spelled out; and the task needs to be matched 
to the audience. 
    Ryan sees all sorts of potential in social media. They provide great 
exposure for events, galleries, and you can put a whole series of videos on 
Facebook. Ryan also finds online surveys useful. With  'Survey Monkey' you 
can get opinions from supporters, the public, and your partners. He finds it 
useful to mix specific and open-ended questions. With 'Mail Chimp' you have 
an excellent tool to develop specialized mailing lists for your organization. 
'Jing' allows you to post a free video recording with narration as long as it's 
under five minutes. 
     In working with an online volunteer team, Ryan has found it important to 

keep in mind that the process 
needs to be very much two-way, 
back and forth, between the 
leader and the team. Work needs 
to be broken up into well-defined 
pieces. The leader needs to 
know each team member's 
motivation and to encourage 
individual initiative.
     Overall, Ryan's message 
is that you can get a lot of 
work done, with relatively little 
expenditure of time and money, 
through creating volunteer 
teams for specific tasks, and the 
volunteers can be anywhere in 
the world and still work together! 

Ryan Aldred, President, CanILF
CW4WAfghan Director

www.canilf.org/
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SESSION: Social Justice for Women, presented by Janis Rapchuk, 
CW4WAfghan Vice-President, and Devan Kublik, Chair of 
CW4WAfghan's Calgary Chapter.

The session began with a showing of the 
YouTube video, The Girl Effect. This is a 
spunky video with a powerful message: 
“The solution to the world being in a mess 
is GIRLS, and the first step in effecting 
the solution is GIRLS' EDUCATION 
worldwide!” And, the last line is also a 
winner: “It's no big deal... just the future 
of humanity.” You can access The Girl 
Effect video by googling YouTube 
Video, The Girl Effect. It is really worth 
a look!
     This was followed by a small 
group exercise in which three 
delegates volunteered to play the 
parts of three people: a Canadian 
woman, a Canadian man, and an Afghan 
woman.  Then Devan read out the 31 
statutes from the UN Declaration of Human 
Rights. The actors were asked to step 
forward if they felt that for the group they 
represented the statute was being fully 
honoured. As the exercise progressed, no 
one was surprised to see the “Canadian 
male” move forward on every count. Finally, 
the delegates broke into groups, each to 
brainstorm about three ways to increase 
social justice for women at home and 
throughout the world. One of the more creative responses that came out of this 
was the idea of starting 'Skype Pals' as a modern version of Pen Pals.

Janis Rapchuk
CW4WAfghan Vice-President

Devan Kublik
CW4WAfghan Calgary Chair

Message from Delegates:

I t  was, as always, a time to be rekindled in our joint 
passion to do what we can...and then some...for these 
deserving, incredible, brave women of Afghanistan.
     And if I  do say so myself, a time to feel such pride 
in belonging to this CW4WAfghan network!!

Linda, Oakvil le
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SESSION: Keynote Presentation:  
Teacher Training in Afghanistan, 
presented by Dr. Sakeena 
Yacoobi,  Founder and Executive 
Director of the Afghan Institute of 
Learning (AIL)

To hear Sakeena Yacoobi speak is 
to experience Afghanistan up close 
and gritty. She speaks with enormous 
passion. She is angry. She is frustrated. 
She is fearless and vigilant. But she 
also conveys a deep sense of hope that 
things in Afghanistan will be better. That 
hope comes from her intensive, long-
term work educating women. 
     Dr. Yacoobi sees women as the force 
of Afghanistan's future. She pleads for at 
least another five years of international 
assistance – the time necessary for 
enough Afghan women to have had the 
educational opportunities which will allow 
them to bring their new knowledge, their 
new skill sets, and their determination to 
the fore and change 
their country.
     “At this point,” 
says Dr. Yacoobi, “the 
human resources are 
lacking! This is the 
fault of the system 
of education in 
Afghanistan. Women 
need to be able to 
ask for their rights, for 
their children's rights; 
they need education!”
     During the Taliban period Dr. 
Yacoobi fled to Pakistan. She started a 
university there in a small house.
The graduates from this university 
are now running NGO's; others are 
working in the President's office. 
“The donor community is not going to 
be in Afghanistan forever! We must 
work together for education – quality 

education, skills!”
     She continues, “If we work with men 
and women, side by side, we can bring 
change!” She then proceeds to tell an 
amazing story, saying “I always believe 
that God is on my side!” She tells of 
driving some teachers to a school north 
of Kabul. Suddenly men block the road 
in front of her, their guns pointed toward 
her. She stops the car and commands 
the teachers to lie out flat in the back of 
the vehicle. Very frightened, she gets 
out and tries to talk with the men. They 
question why she is on the road. They 
threaten her. Finally, at gunpoint, they 
allow her to get back in her car, turn 
around, and return to Kabul.
     The next thing, she is in her office 
in Kabul, crying, with her head in both 
hands. The telephone rings, she picks 
up the phone. It is one of her donors. 
She pours out her story and her grief. 
“Go back and confront those men!” 
counsels the donor. She does so, 

almost immediately. She walks 
up to them boldly and asks 
“What is it that you need? 
Why have you stopped me 
this way?” She finds that they 
are poor, uneducated, lacking 
direction. They talk. Six months 
later she has them trained. 
These same men are now her 
guides and her drivers!
     “I do not want the 
NATO allies to get out of 
Afghanistan. For ten years 
they did not do the right thing. 

Now, for the last one to two years they 
begin.”
     “We must change the system!” 
she storms. “How long does it take to 
change? In the rural areas at least 79% 
cannot read or write.

Cont’d  Page 18

Dr. Sakena Yacoobi, Director 
Afghan Institute of Learning (AIL)

www.afghaninstituteoflearning.org/
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From Page 17. 
We have to work in these rural areas. Most NGO's just work with the five million 
in the cities.”
     Her voice crescendoes. “I think it is about time that the leadership of 
Afghanistan goes to women – that a woman is president!” The room erupts in 
applause! “I beg you. Talk to your government not to get out of Afghanistan. Our 
soldiers are not capable yet.”
     “Everyone wants to bring democracy to Afghanistan!” she continues. “What 
is democracy? It is in the person. It must be understood – what justice is, what 
rights are.” 
     “Please do not forget us! Please stay behind us!” Oh, that she had been 
speaking on national television and not to a group of men and women who 
already profoundly believe what she is saying. The effect of this talk, however, 
was to make everyone in the room re-
commit to the twofold CW4WAfghan 
mission – both to extend educational 
opportunity in Afghanistan, and to 
educate Canadians about the need for 
increased human rights in Afghanistan. 
Dr. Yacoobi delivered a precious 
message to us all.

Dr. Sakena Yacoobi is Executive 
Director and founder of the Afghan 
Institute of Learning (AIL). Established 
in 1996 to provide education and 
health services to women and 
children, AIL has served 8 million 
Afghans by working at the grassroots 
level. AIL was the first organization to offer human rights and leadership 
training to Afghan women and first to open Women’s Learning Centers—a 
concept now copied by many organizations throughout Afghanistan. Dr. 
Yacoobi has received multiple awards and honours, including becoming 
an Ashoka Fellow and Skoll Social Entrepreneur. She has received the 
Henry R. Kravis Award for Leadership, the Democracy Award from the 
National Endowment of Democracy, the Women’s Rights Prize of the Peter 
Gruber Foundation, and the Americans for UNFPA Board of Advocates 
Award for the Health and Dignity of Women. Awards in 2010 include the 
Jonathan Mann Award for Global Health and Human Rights and the Asia 
Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award from the Schwab Foundation. 
Sakena has also received honorary doctorates from three Universities for 
her distinguished contribution to society, serves on the Board of the Global 
Fund for Women, and is a member of the Women’s Learning Partnership.
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SESSION: What Canadians Can Do.  
Janice Eisenhauer, Executive 
Director of CW4WAfghan and 
Murwarid Ziayee, CW4WAfghan's 
Country Director in Afghanistan.

Janice opened this presentation giving 
some details about the history of 
CW4WAfghan and its members--it’s early 
beginnings in 1996. She spoke of how 
Afghan women have always helped to 
guide us in our work and the mentorship 
and leadership that have strengthened 
our efforts. In reviewing the CW4WAfghan 
mission and philosophy, Janice pinpointed 
the need for sustainable long-term support 
for our projects and how Canadians 
are making this possible through their 
actions, donations and commitment to 
CW4WAfghan. We are greatly inspired by 
the ongoing Breaking Bread fundraising 
dinners and events here in Canada which 
are our main donation source coming 
from individual Canadians. To date, Janice 
reported, these Breaking Bread events 
have raised over $1.7M. She thanked those 
delegates from the CW4WAfghan chapter 
network for their part in both raising funds 
and in helping to spread the word in their 
communities in Canada. Janice reminded 
delegates about the importance of the many 
accountability measures which are outlined 
on our website under YOUR MONEY 
MATTERS! which includes the annual audit 
financial statements.
     Murwarid went on to review three of our 
key projects: Medica Afghanistan which 
provides literacy instruction to women who 
have been severely traumatized;  Aid for 
Afghan Women and Children (AAWC) 
which runs the Fatema Tul Zahra Schools 
in Kabul and Maimana City; and Fanoos 
(Safe Light) which is our teacher training 
program for nearly 2000 teachers, taking 
place in several locations, and carried out 
in cooperation with the Afghan Women's 
Resource Centre (AWRC) (see page 13)..

WHAT YOU CAN DO!!

•    Become a Member of 
CW4WAfghan to demonstrate your 
support of our goals.

•    Hold a Breaking Bread 
potluck dinner in your home 
to sponsor a teacher’s salary 
in Afghanistan or buy a School 
Library Starter Kit or School 
Science Lab Starter Kit.

•    Invite a CW4WAfghan speaker 
to your work place, school or 
community group.

•    Join a local CW4WAfghan 
Chapter as a Volunteer, or think 
about starting a chapter in your 
community.

•    Sign up to our mailing list to 
hear about upcoming events, news 
and opportunities to get involved.

•    Read our Fact Sheets series 
to get updated on various topics 
from the state of education in 
Afghanistan to maternal health 
issues.

•    Visit our Shop & Support link-
purchase books, set up an Afghan 
Marketplace to sell beautiful 
imported items from Afghanistan, 
or set up an exhibit at your school 
or community events.

FOR MORE DETAILS: 
www.CW4WAfghan.ca

call 403 244-5625

http://www.cw4wafghan.ca/what-you-can-do
http://www.cw4wafghan.ca
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Message from Delegates:

“...If I could summarize the weekend 
in one word, it would be exquisite!--in 
every sense--from the courageous, awe 
inspiring speakers to the camaraderie 
of women pulling together to support 
and honour one another, regardless of 
race, religion, culture and geography. 
I am a proud Afghan-Canadian having 
lived in Canada for 29 years, but with 
a strong connection to my homeland. 
Being surrounded by strong Canadian 
and Afghan women, made me proud 
to be a woman. And, I was particularly 
moved and touched by the two super 
Afghan women, Dr. Samar and Dr. 
Yacoobi…...These women truly embody 
the essence of resiliency and courage...”

Mariam, Winnipeg

Libraries and Literacy: ABLE Box Libraries, presented by Dr. Sandra 
Cook, Co-chair of the Louis and Nancy Hatch Dupree Foundation for the 
Afghanistan Centre at Kabul University (ACKU).

The Able Box Library Extension (ABLE), begun in 1996,  
was the brainchild of Nancy Hatch Dupree. Nancy and 
her husband, Harvard-trained archeologist Louis Dupree, 
began living and working in Afghanistan in the 1960s, 
collecting many rare documents and objects. In 1989 
they opened the Afghan Centre at Kabul University 
which brought together over 60,000 items. ABLE box 
libraries and ABLE community libraries – Nancy Dupree's 
l996 innovation -- can now be found in all but four of 
Afghanistan's 36 provinces.
     CW4WAfghan has been working in the last couple of 
years to get ABLE box books into many of our schools 
and libraries, so it was particularly interesting to learn 
more about this very important educational initiative. The 
ABLE box libraries consist of 500 books in a metal box 
with shelves which then become a bookcase. Children and 
adults in our various projects are filled with delight when the 
libraries are set up and they can page through a book and begin to read!
     Dr. Cook herself spends a part of the year in Kabul. She described the process 
which the ABLE box library staff goes through to get a book in print. They begin by 
gathering ideas for book topics. The group that does this is comprised of all Afghans. 
Their ideas are submitted to the Editorial Board in Kabul where they determine which 
topics to go ahead with. Next there's a search for Afghan authors and illustrators. Once 
the books are written (in Dari, Pashto, and English), illustrated, and edited, they are 
published in Kabul. Finally, they are distributed, and there are currently some 250,000 
books in circulation. Subjects include health care, home management, history and 
monuments, and many other topics, including, of course, stories.

Dr. Sandra Cook, Co-chair 
Louis & Nancy Hatch  
Dupree Foundation 

Dr. Sandra B. Cook currently serves pro-bono as Co-Chair of the Louis and 
Nancy Hatch Dupree Foundation for the Afghanistan Centre at Kabul University 
(ACKU). She has traveled extensively in Afghanistan since the fall of the Taliban 
in 2001, and spends significant time in Kabul. When on site at ACKU, she works 
closely with the Director and Staff, and has participated in all aspects of the 
ABLE program, from identifying titles, to meeting with the editorial board, to 
delivering new libraries to schools and provincial councils. Dr. Sandra B. Cook 
has had careers in academics (lecturing and research) and in business (as 
both a management consultant and a senior corporate executive). She has held 
positions at the London School of Economics, Stanford Research Institute, Booz 
Allen Hamilton, KPMG, and Motorola, and has lectured at University of California, 
Berkeley, and the Stanford Graduate School of Business. She holds an assortment 
of graduate degrees from a smorgasbord of universities, including the London 
School of Economics and Harvard Business School.

www.dupreefoundation.org/acku.htm
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Message from Delegates:

“...If I could summarize the weekend 
in one word, it would be exquisite!--in 
every sense--from the courageous, awe 
inspiring speakers to the camaraderie 
of women pulling together to support 
and honour one another, regardless of 
race, religion, culture and geography. 
I am a proud Afghan-Canadian having 
lived in Canada for 29 years, but with 
a strong connection to my homeland. 
Being surrounded by strong Canadian 
and Afghan women, made me proud 
to be a woman. And, I was particularly 
moved and touched by the two super 
Afghan women, Dr. Samar and Dr. 
Yacoobi…...These women truly embody 
the essence of resiliency and courage...”

Mariam, Winnipeg

Governance: The Revised Strategic 
Plan, presented by Madeliene 
Tarasick, CW4WAfghan President, 
and Marg Stewart, CW4WAfghan 
Treasurer.

Two years ago, at the Vancouver National 
Symposium, the work on updating our five 
year strategic plan (2008-2012) began, 
with the delegates dividing up into groups 
according to their interests, and starting 
to look at what the updated mandate 
and responsibilities of each national and 
executive committee should be. The 
idea of having national committees had 
come out of the CW4WAfghan Strategic 
Planning sessions in 2008. Since the 
Vancouver planning workshop a lot of 
refinement has been done by Madeliene 
and Marg, with further input from the 
Kelowna delegates last year, and now the 
final version is complete. At its September 
12, 2011 meeting, the Board gave final 
approval to the plan. 
     The three National Committees are 
Fund Development (chair: Lauryn Oates), 
Media and Communications (chair: 
Deborah Alexander), and Education. 
Executive Committees include: Chapters, 
Volunteers, and Members; Finance; 
Governance; Projects and Partnerships 
(chair: Lauryn Oates); Public Engagement; 
and Products (chair: Lorna Dodd). Should 
you be interested in a membership on one 
of the committees please email: info@
CW4WAfghan.ca.

Message from Delegates:

This weekend was 
very moving for me 
personally...so many 
amazing people--Janice, 
Lauryn, Murwarid and 
of course Sally--plus the 
strong Afghan women-
-Sima, Sakena and her 
trainers, Qudsia and her 
sisters. And, as well, 
our Chapter sisters who 
are doing so much work 
across this country. It is 
humbling and inspiring to 
be in their presence and 
to sense again so strongly 
the heart and sinews 
of the CW4WAfghan 
organization.
     May they all stay safe 
in the year ahead.

Ji l l  Leslie, Victor ia

http://www.cw4wafghan.ca/who-we-are/governance-and-finance
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In Conversation with Sally Armstrong, author, journalist, human rights 
activist and Dr. Sima Samar, Chair of the Afghanistan Independent 
Human Rights Commission

Sally opened this discussion with a word to the 
assembled: “I believe the world has become 
weary of Afghanistan. Now it is up to you!.... 
to you, the members of CW4WAfghan! You 
are a force! You are a way forward!” She then 
turned to her great friend-in-arms in the battle 
for Afghan women's rights, Dr. Sima Samar, and 
asked her to recount a few of her experiences.
     Sima told the story about her delivery of a 
baby. (It actually happened when Sally was 
there, waiting for Sima to finish up her workday 
and go out with her!). After the delivery, Sima 

explained, she went out to the new mother's parents and showed them the heap 
of fibroids she had “removed”. (She had been fortunate to have someone's fibroids 
that she'd removed earlier in the day!) She did this to save the life of the unwed 
mother whose pregnancy could well have doomed her to a killing.
     Then she spoke about the Feminine Majority Foundation’s press conference 
in Baltimore which she attended, with European Commissioner for Humanitarian 
Affairs, Emma Bonino, in attendance. Representing Afghan women, she responded 
to the interviewer's questions from under a burka. This, she said, was what started 
the 'Gender Apartheid Movement' in the United States. Sally commented at this 
point,  “Activists, journalists find humour where they can!”
     Finally, she told about when she was running 
a hospital and the Taliban came in and stole 
a generator. A couple of days later she was 
in a nearby clinic and the same Talib came in 
demanding that she “fix” the woman at his side. 
Sima treated the old woman’s illness and the 
next day when she saw the Talib, she made 
the point: “You have a problem! You have my 
generator. And, I have your mother!”
     Sally mentioned at this point that 
she had nominated Sima for three years 
running to receive the John Humphries 
Freedom Award. Mentioning that Sima had 
left the posts of Deputy Prime Minister 
of Afghanistan and Minister of Women's 
Affairs, Sally asked “ Sima, you have been 
offered great jobs all over the world. Why do you stay in Afghanistan? Why 
do you stay there?” Sima replied, “The girls graduating from university– 
there are so many of them – they make me very happy. I need to stay for 
four or five years ...to help these women through my work with the Human 

Rights Commission. That is something I am not willing to exchange!” 

www.aihrc.org.af/en
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Championing Education – Where to from here? 
Panelists: Lauryn Oates, Dr. Sakena Yacoobi, Murwarid Ziayee, 

Dr. Sandra Cooke, Dr. Sima Samar and William Crosbie

A renowned advocate of human and women's rights, Dr. 
Samar was appointed as the inaugural chairperson of 
the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission 
(AIHRC) in June 2002. Prior to her appointment as the 
chair of AIHRC, she was elected as the vice chair of the 
Emergency Loya Jirga and also served as the deputy 
chair and Minister of Women's Affairs in the post-Taliban 
Interim Administration of Afghanistan, IAA. She also 
served as the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in the Sudan between 2005 and 2009.
      Dr. Samar has participated in many international 
forums on human rights, democracy and transitional 
justice. Her contributions have been widely recognized 
and she is the recipient of several prestigious awards 
including in Canada, the Rights & Democracy, John 
Humphrey Freedom Award in 2001, and she became an 
Honourary Officer of the Order of Canada in 2009.

Dr. Sima Samar, Chair, 
Afghanistan Independent 

Human Rights Commission 
(AIHRC)

Message from Delegates:

What a great weekend! I always feel that the past 
symposium has been the best, and yet every new year 
seems to move us a little bit further ahead. Good to meet, 
share and hope together. Until next time...

Reine, Kingston
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CW4WAfghan Goals: 
To ensure effective long-term  sustainable 
education programmes for  Afghan women 

and their families and to engage 
 Canadians as global citizens.

This lively discussion 
between panelists, all of 
them intimately connected 
with the current situation in 
Afghanistan, opened with 
Sally Armstrong asking 

“What does the future hold 
for Afghan Women?'

Lauryn Oates responded 
that President Hamid 
Karzai had just made 
a statement that 
negotiations with the 
Taliban were off and now 
Afghanistan needed to 
negotiate with Pakistan! 
She noted that some in 
Afghanistan think there 
would be civil war if the 
Taliban were to get power. 
Women have come too 
far to let go, to lose all 
they have gained.

Dr. Yacoobi: “We 
always knew the 
Taliban negotiations 
wouldn't work. Nor will 
negotiations with Pakistan 
go anywhere.” But, she 
said, there is lots of good 
news from the women 
of Afghanistan. “The 
leadership is there!” 
she trumpeted. “The 
international community has 
to support these women. 
Giving the rights to women 
will bring peace!”

Murwarid Ziayee: “I, too, 
believe the women are very 
strong. We do have some 
women in high places, but 
we need more. This is how 
we can change things.”

Dr. Cook: “I believe that 
the Afghan women are 
strong. This last decade 
has given them a taste of 
what life could be. It's too 
late to put the genie back 
in the bottle!”

Dr. Samar: “There are 
three things to consider:  
1) The Afghan government 
has to push for good 
governance; 2) The 
international community 
has been generous but 
lacks a long-term multi-
dimensional approach; 
3) Regional countries, 
our neighbours, are not 
interested in peace. 
We need to push for 
human rights in the entire 
region. The principles of 
democracy need to be 
spread. And the (rightful) 

Panel Discussion: Championing Education – Where to from here? 
moderated by Sally Armstrong. Panelists: Lauryn Oates, Dr. Sakena 
Yacoobi, Murwarid Ziayee, Dr. Sandra Cooke, Dr. Sima Samar and 
William Crosbie, Canada’s former Ambassador to Afghanistan.
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role of women--their 
existence--needs to be 
acknowledged. The talk is 
always in military terms. 
There is a great need to 
give women more space.”

William Crosbie: “What 
does the future hold? 
I would ask rather, do the 
Afghans have confidence 
in themselves? Is the 
international community 
ready to continue the 
needed support and 
training required? And 
finally, regarding the 
region, we have to get 
Canadians to realize that 
Afghanistan is our main 
development partner. We 
need to make a long-term 
commitment after 2014.” 

What one thing would you say to Afghan women?

Lauryn Oates: Your motivation will come from both literacy 
and good governance. Invest in literacy!

Dr. Sakena Yacoobi: Continue to learn! Increase your education 
and your skills! Think and learn about leadership. Don't give up! 
We need education for everyone!

Murwarid Ziayee: You need education to know your rights and 
to understand democracy and the rule of law. Learn to read and 
get an education!

Dr. Sima Samar: You are equal citizens. You need to have the 
confidence that you can lead. I know you want an education. 
Tell us how we can persuade all the males in your lives to make 
education for women happen!

William Crosbie: The solution has to be crafted by Afghans. 
The Human Rights Commission and literacy development 
are the anchors. 

What effect will withdrawal 
of troops in 2014 have on 
Afghan women?

Dr. Samar: “Afghan men 
and women have to take 
responsibility. There is 
too much focus on the 
military side. There needs 
to be more focus on good 
governance which can 
provide the basic social 
services. It also requires a 
political commitment to get 
good quality education.”

William Crosbie: “Afghans 
need our support. Col. 
Peter Dawes leads the 
mission. It is providing 
100,000 (Afghan police 
and military) with literacy 
training. But the political 
dimension is tougher. The 

Province of Kandahar 
is very complex...We 
need to keep our own 
parliamentarians informed 
about what is needed.”

Murwarid Ziayee: “The 
fighting against terror is 
not done yet. Our police 
and military need to 
have the motivation and 
understanding to defend 
our country.

Dr. Yacoobi: “ We need 
leadership for our soldiers 
and motivation for our 
police. Our people are 
ready to protect themselves 
but give us another five 
years of help! Stop talking 
about leaving! We are 
learning, but we still need 
more time.”
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Photo courtesy of Capt. Stacie N. Shafran USAF 
Provincial Reconstruction Team Panjshir Public Affairs Office 
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Ca n a d i a n Wo m e n fo r Wo m e n i n afg h a n i s ta n
National Office: PO Box 86016 Marda Loop 
Calgary, AB  T2T 6B7  Tel: 1 403 244-5625 

Email: Info@CW4WAfghan.ca

www.CW4WAfghan.ca

Canadians can foster change in the world.
Be a part of the global ef fort for justice and human rights.


