
   
 

 
MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

Activists, Volunteers and Advocates for Education and 
Women Rights To Gather in BC 
 

September 25, 2019 
 
The charity, Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan (CW4WAfghan), is hosting its Annual 
Symposium and AGM October 3-5 in Harrison Hot Springs, BC. As women activists in 
Afghanistan have been mobilizing to demand the protection of their rights against the backdrop of 
US negotiations with the Taliban which were recently halted, the theme of this year’s gathering 
emphasizes solidarity with women’s voices in Afghanistan, who have made clear their position 
that they will “never go back” to the oppressive days of Taliban rule, or give up the rights they 
have fought so hard to gain since 2001. 
 
Established more than 20 years ago, CW4WAfghan is a large network of Canadians from all walks 
of life united in their dedication to human rights for all, and especially, to the right to education for 
women and girls. Each year, the organization’s members gather in a community in Canada to 
spend two days convening.  
 
This year’s symposium features violence against women survivor and activist Shakila Zareen; 
Farangies Shah, an advisor to the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission, CW4WAfghan 
Senior Director Murwarid Ziayee, CW4WAfghan Country Director Dr. Latifa Majidi, Fawad 
Akbari of the Aga Khan Foundation Canada, among many others including CW4WAfghan field 
partners, board members from across Canada, and two of our standout fundraisers: artisan Cheryl  
Couture of Pottery for Peace, and Anne Cameron, who raises funds for education in Afghanistan 
by belly dancing!                                                                                                                - MORE - 

 
National Office: P.O. Box 86016 Marda Loop, Calgary, AB Canada T2T 6B7  

Tel: 403.244.5625    Email: Community@CW4WAfghan.ca   Web: CW4WAfghan.ca 
CW4WAfghan Network: Calgary, Halton, Kingston, London, 
Manitoba, Ottawa, Peterborough, Toronto, Vancouver, Victoria 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/afghanistan-taliban-women-abuse-refugee-1.4586628
https://www.facebook.com/potteryforpeace/
https://journeymagazineptbo.com/2019/04/12/belly-dancing-for-afghan-literacy/?fbclid=IwAR0bAzJtGmly4SZ4YbYR5MkaPUCOpR5oLFb6Fq3BITI7hugkYerp-OjxCOw
mailto:Community@CW4WAfghan.ca


 
 
“At a time when tensions among Afghan women are at an all time high in light of the prospect of 
negotiations with the Taliban, it is more important now than ever to keep alive a dialogue around 
human rights,” says CW4WAfghan Executive Director Lauryn Oates. “The stakes are high 
because Afghan women and girls have made such dramatic gains in the past decade and a half, and 
as Canadians, the CW4WAfghan network is unrelentingly committed to the promotion and 
protection of these gains. As our slogan says, human rights are universal.” 
 
The symposium opens with a reception the evening of October 3rd followed by two days of 
presentations and dialogue, at the Harrison Hot Springs Resort. Previous CW4WAfghan symposia 
have been hosted in Toronto (2018), Calgary (2017), Ottawa (2016), Banff (2015), Winnipeg 
(2014), Victoria (2013), Pictou County, NS (2012), Oakville (2011), Kelowna (2010), Vancouver 
(2009), and Kingston (2008). 
 
For more information, please visit 
https://www.cw4wafghan.ca/post/news/register-today-british-columbia-2019 
 
For a full list of speakers, visit 
https://www.cw4wafghan.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/events/2019_symposium_speaker_prof
iles_0.pdf 
 

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan 

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan (CW4WAfghan) is a member-based, Canadian, federally 
registered not-for-profit organization founded in 1998 to advance education and educational opportunities 
for Afghan women and their families, and to educate Canadians about human rights in Afghanistan. 
CW4WAfghan programs fall within four main areas: Investing in Basic Education—Fanoos Teacher 
Training , School Starter Kits and the Fatema Tul Zahra Girls School; Community Libraries, Literacy and 
Books Program —Afghanistan Reads! Community Literacy and Libraries, and the Afghan Women's 
Empowerment Program; Technology for Education—Darakht-e Danesh Online Library; and Public 
Engagement in Canada and Afghanistan. CW4WAfghan programs aim at increasing access to quality 
education for Afghan women and girls as a pathway toward their empowerment. In Canada, approximately 
2000 members demonstrate their commitment as global citizens by supporting the goals of CW4WAfghan, 
volunteering at events and participating in activities through a regional chapter network. In Afghanistan, a 
dynamic and talented team of Afghan professionals manage, implement, monitor and provide support 
services for CW4WAfghan’s programs and operations in Afghanistan.  
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