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Arsala’s Story is a reminder of the many rewards and
inspirations we receive as part of our involvement in
CW4WAfghan. The ‘Girl in the Taxi’ is the symbol of every
young Afghan girl’s dream and the hope for the future of
Afghanistan.

During our first trip to Kabul in March 2004, Carolyn and I
met 15 year-old Arsala on our way by taxi to one of the
offices of our project partners.

It was our first trip on our own by taxi across Kabul. We had
already experienced a mini adventure that morning when we
left our apartment to find the taxi. We had a business card
from our partner with the address written in Dari but when
we presented this to the taxi driver, we sensed he was either
illiterate (the norm for much of the Afghan population) or
the address was too vague (also the norm). We had managed

to ‘communicate’ with the older taxi driver enough to learn
that he could speak several languages, including Dari and
Russian but not English! Our five words of Dari didn’t get us
too far either. We solicited the help of some young men at the
street corner to negotiate with the driver before we departed
and finally left with some sense he at least knew the district
we hoped to reach on the other side of this crammed city of
some 3 million people.

After weaving in and out of streets along the way, we were
stopped in a traffic jam (the norm again!) when the driver
began to talk with a young girl out his window. After only a
few words with young Arsala, she hopped into the passenger
seat of the cab. (She seemed so comfortable with the driver
we wondered if they could possibly be related). She began to
speak to us in English and asked if she might join us. We
realized then that the driver needed help to pin point our
street and had asked her to talk with us. Over the remainder of
our trip, she very cleverly and politely made suggestions to
the driver on where to turn … she knew where we were going
but did not want to have the driver lose face. After several
roundabouts we came to a street we recognized and to the
offices of our partner organization.

We asked Arsala if she would like to come in and meet the
women at our partner’s office and she was very pleased to
join us. We learned that she had come from an interview for a
job opening across town when we had first met her. She tells
how not being placed on the ‘short list for the position’ made
her very sad and she described why this job was so important
for her.

PS: As Carolyn and I left the offices later that day, the Manager of
our project partner was interviewing Arsala and we hope her time
with us proved fruitful!

GIRL IN THE TAXI: ARSALA’S STORY

“I want to learn something and be a
good Doctor to help my people!”

By Janice Eisenhauer

Looking for a way to get involved? We have many
volunteer opportunities waiting for YOU!  Please email
gkitchen@telusplanet.net or call  Judy at 244-5625 or more
information.

STAY INFORMED!! Be sure to check our website
www.w4wafghan.ca for regular updates and/or join our
listserve at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/w4wafghan/



CW4WAfghan, P.O. Box 32014 Bankview, Calgary, AB T2T 5X6 (403) 244-5625

Volume #24
August 2004

    Women’s Rights in Afghanistan
Calgary Chapter - www.w4wafghan.ca

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
CW4WAfghan would like to extend our sincere

appreciation to the many individuals and organizations that
give us their generous support in so many different areas. It
is impossible to list them all!

CW4WAfghan would like to acknowledge the
incredible significance of the Rights & Democracy staff and
programs as major contributors to our organization¹s
success, particularly in providing charitable tax receipts
on our behalf. Rights & Democracy (www.ichrdd.ca) has
given five annual grants of approximately $13,000 each
towards our overall goals and objectives. The majority of
these funds have been allocated towards advocacy
campaigns in Canada (information bulletins and
postcards), projects in Afghanistan (women¹s resource
centre) and a small percentage for CW4WAfghan operations
(a total of $5,000 over the five years). In addition, the
Women¹s Rights Programme has provided unlimited
resources in terms of generating materials and enhancing
new skills for our members, as well as contributing to our
networks, locally, nationally and internationally. Another
immeasurable success has been the direct and indirect
benefits to CW4WAfghan from the influence Rights &
Democracy has had on the expanding women¹s network in
Afghanistan through the Women¹s Rights Fund in Kabul.

A very significant part of the successful fundraising
has been thanks to award-winning author, Deborah Ellis, our
founding member. As many of our members know,
CW4WAfghan receives all book royalties from the young-
adult novels, The Breadwinner and Parvana¹s Journey.
(www.groundwoodbooks.com). Over $350,000 has been
raised as a result of these royalties for education projects in
Afghanistan!

Sally Armstrong has been another prime component
of our success as an author and award-winning Canadian
journalist. Sally has helped to promote the organization of
the Breaking Bread for Afghan Women fundraising project
all across the country and has provided ongoing solidarity
and advice to our network from her travels and experiences
in Afghanistan.

The following are companies and organizations
providing ongoing in-kind support to our work. If you have
a chance to make use of their services or support them in any
way, please tell them we sent you!

CALGARY:
The Praxis Group™ (computer, fax, printers, projector,
telephone, scanner, stationery)
www.praxis.ca (403) 244-6404

Terralog Industries (administration 3 hours/week, office
support)

www.terralog.com (403) 216-4730

First On Colour (reduced costs on printing services)
 www.firstoncolour.com (403) 265-4477

Mona Lisa Painting (office painting)
www.InstituteOfArt.ca and www.HouseOfArt.ca (403) 244-
1152

St. Matthews United Church (meeting venue, solidarity)
Rev. Clint Mooney, 2035 - 26 A Street S.W., Calgary

MONTREAL: Rights & Democracy (capacity building,
charitable tax receipts, solidarity)
www.ichrdd.ca (514) 283-6073

OAKVILLE: Sexual Assault and Violence Intervention
Services (SAVIS) of Halton (meeting room, storage,
phones, photocopying, fax) www.savisofhalton.org

AFGHANISTAN TODAY
Canadians as Global Citizens

Calgary, Alberta
October 7 - 9, 2004

A conference sponsored jointly by:

Special Guest Speakers:

SALLY ARMSTRONG

Award-winning journalist, author & Editor-at-Large of
Chatelaine magazine

ARIANE BRUNET

Director, Rights & Democracy
Women’s Rights Programme

DEBORAH ELLIS

Award-winning author & peace activist

ADEENA NIAZI

Director, Afghan Women’s Organization, Toronto

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Canadian Council of Muslim Women
Le Conseil Canadien des Femmes
Musulmanes

Next meeting of CW4WAfghan Calgary:
Monday,  Sept. 13, 2004 at St. Matthews United Church,
2035 - 26 A Street S.W., Calgary, from 7 - 9 p.m.


