
CW4WAfghan, P.O. Box 32014 Bankview, Calgary, AB T2T 5X6 (403) 244-5625

Volume #23
July 2004

    Women’s Rights in Afghanistan
Calgary Chapter - www.w4wafghan.ca

FORWARD TO FREEDOM: LIBRARIES FOR AFGHANISTAN
“Books celebrate the range of life possibilities and delight
the reader with the extended variety of human experience.
Just as a child beginning to read is about to embark on a
long voyage in self-realization, so too are Afghan girls
and women.” Michele Landsberg

Historical background

Afghanistan has endured war for the last quarter century.
From the invasion of the Soviets, to the Civil War, to the
Taliban and finally to the U.S. bombing of Al Qaeda, the
people of Afghanistan have suffered the loss of loved ones
and the destruction of their country.

Over the years, bombing has reduced libraries to rubble.
Books that escaped the bombing were burned by the Taliban
and by the other tribal warlords who ran the country during
the civil war.

Millions of Afghan women and children have returned to
school in the past two years.  However, lack of funding,
security and available resources, such as books and librar-
ies, are still restricting their education. Much support is
needed to rebuild literacy opportunities for Afghan women
and their families.  Canadian Women for Women in Afghani-
stan is pleased to be working towards the restoration of
libraries in Afghanistan.

Our goal

Our goal is to fund a number of projects supporting the
empowerment efforts of Afghan women both in Afghani-
stan and in Afghan refugee camps.  This Libraries for Af-
ghanistan project was founded by Canadians in Support of
Afghan Women (CSAW), an affiliated group located in
Oakville, Ontario. 100% of donations made by Canadian
donors to Libraries for Afghanistan will go towards re-
sources for libraries in Afghanistan.

Libraries are not only places to borrow books, they are meet-
ing places where people venture to get information they
need, where they learn how to read and where they are
validated as human beings.

This bookmark, created by Catherine
Hamel with CW4WAfghan, advertises
the library project and may be obtained
from the National Office by emailing
w4wafghan@praxis.ca

As part of this project to provide money
to buy books for libraries in Afghani-
stan, CW4WAfghan supporters across
Canada recently helped to raise funds
for school supplies and library resources
at the Afghan Centre.

The Afghan Centre
The Afghan Center runs vocational training (such as
carpentry, upholstering, carpet weaving), health, literacy, and
social studies classes for over 700 women in four locations
across Kabul. The trainers are experienced, dedicated women
committed to providing all they can to their students.  One of
our chapter members from Montreal, Jennifer McCarthy
(www.jeninkabul.com) is currently working on contract at the
Centre in Kabul.

In a recent email to us, Jennifer wrote requesting help to
purchase school supplies:

“My recent meetings with our trainers have been filled with
their requests for more teaching aids such as maps, posters,
notebooks, and pencils. The quality of the training and
learning is currently suffering due to lack of visual aids
such as maps, pictures, and posters. Also, due to the complete
lack of notebooks and pencils, the students are unable to

Montreal chapter members of CW4WAfghan. Jennifer McCarthy
is in the front row, left of chapter representative Lauryn Oates.



CW4WAfghan, P.O. Box 32014 Bankview, Calgary, AB T2T 5X6 (403) 244-5625

Volume #23
July 2004

    Women’s Rights in Afghanistan
Calgary Chapter - www.w4wafghan.ca

STAY INFORMED!! Be sure to check our website
www.w4wafghan.ca for regular updates and/or join our
news listserve at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
w4wafghan/

Looking for a way to get involved?
CW4WAfghan has many volunteer opportunities wait-
ing for YOU!  Please call  Judy at 244-5625 or email
gkitchen@telusplanet.net  for more information.

take note of important health and hygiene information that
could help their children and families. The illiterate women
have difficulty grasping many concepts without pictorial
association that could be provided with simple posters and
pictures from around the world. It is obvious that countless
hours of work and dedication are being poured into our
programs here at the center, and it is further obvious that
absolutely everyone involved considers these women’s
education to be of the utmost importance and priority. It is
truly a shame that the simple lack of supplies continues to
be a barrier.

Education begins through association. Association occurs
as a result of the stimulation of our senses and the triggering
of memories of past experiences. Thus stimulating teaching
aids are an integral part of a progressive classroom
environment. We can teach all the geography, personal
health, and literacy we want, but if our women cannot
absorb or take home the information, then much time and
effort has been lost.”

Over the past few months, Canadians have donated over
$3000 which has been matched by CW4WAfghan’s
PARVANA FUND (royalties received from Deb Ellis’s two
books, The Breadwinner and Parvana’s Journey) for a total
of $6000.  In addition, a US$1000 has been provided to help
supply the library at the Centre.

Here is an excerpt from Jen’s Diary which demonstrates our
shared goals and objectives in supporting education for
Afghan women and their families:

June 10, 2004
There were many great moments today.

The magic of books was unlocked this afternoon, and I had

never before witnessed such a positive effect on a group of children.
Each afternoon the girls gather and spend an hour working on
their English lessons with Sohaila, an Afghan Center trainer. I
make a practice of coming down early to catch the tail end of their
lesson, then we talk a bit about how soccer practice will go, and
then we all run out and pile into Zia’s van for the short ride to the
field.

Today, while they were finishing their lesson, I opened up
the bookcase that holds our recently donated books (all in English)
and began searching for some material to use for a particular
project. Immediately one of the girls came over, picked up a book,
sat down on the spot, and was transfixed, gazing at her new
acquisition. Having finished copying their lessons, the other girls
quickly came over and followed suit. They sat on the floor, pouring
over any book at all, whispering in wonder to themselves and to
each other, admiring the pictures and trying to read the English
writing. Normally we are rushing out the door to head to soccer,
but once they got their hands on these books, there was no taking
them anywhere.

A room full of 16 young teenagers should have been anything
but quiet on a Thursday afternoon before a weekend, but an excited
silence filled the room as they flipped through children’s story books,
atlases, picture books of Canada, and pop-up books. Giggles and
gasps could be heard with the turning of each page, and I soon
found myself bombarded with questions about how to say words
like “thought” and “know.” I could not help but admire the
incredible care and respect with which they treated the books; each
page was turned very deliberately, and each book was gently placed
back on the shelf, as though it were a fragile relic.

The magic and beauty of the scene was in the discovery of
the power of books; whether they knew it or not, these girls
articulated what so many of us tend to forget-that books can
transcend that which limits and confines. Jen

The Libraries of Afghanistan project has provided grants
to a number of girls’ schools and education centres, as well
as to the Ministry of Women’s Affairs in Kabul, a women’s
shelter, the women’s prison and to a number of women’s
networking centres.  A total ten grants of US$1000 each
have been disbursed from over $15,000 raised this past year.

Young Afghan girl stu-
dents in class. Photo
Lauryn Oates

Young Afghan girl students in
class. Photo Lauryn Oates

Graduation day.
Photo by Jennifer McCarthy


