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Osama, the film

I saw Osama yesterday in Calgary, and was very much af-
fected by it. Just thought I would write down a few impres-
sions for you…

First of all - wearing my thickly feathered Professor of Cul-
tural History hat - I strongly recommended this film to all
women (and men who care about women), both for its docu-
mentation of the Afghan women’s cause and for its terrify-
ing beauty. Although I am familiar with the background,
through the CW4WAfghan list and other films and news
reports, I found this film to be a shock on several levels.
First, because I had been expecting one of those “heroic
child” movies in which the young girl saves her family by
her own cleverness, etc., and it wasn’t like that. Second,
because it neither sentimentalizes nor preaches. The matter-
of-fact delivery is distinctly “non-western” in that the audi-
ence is left to figure out where the moral pitfalls lie. Finally,
because you realize only gradually, watching scene after
scene, that the nameless heroine is doomed from the start.
As a girl in that culture, she can’t possibly impersonate a
boy: she has never experienced competitive play, the com-
pany of male playmates, or even the casual outdoor physi-
cality that we consider normal to children’s growth. As a
child, she also lacks the memory of something better having

been possible.

And, after all that, watching the film brought alive all those
reports on your mailing list about confinement indoors, loss
of rights, crop failures, effects of war, child marriage, rural
poverty, illiteracy, fanaticism, power dynamics, etc. - moving
them from the realm of sympathy to that of emotional reso-
nance. Knowing that the impoverished and isolated life de-
picted is still happening in rural areas of Afghanistan (Paki-
stan, too? parts of North Africa?) has planted in me a nagging
seed of intention to do more for CW4WAfghan than just
receive news and worry about what’s going on.

Review by Marcia Epstein, Faculty of Communication and
Culture, University of Calgary

AFGHANISTAN,
WHERE GOD ONLY COMES TO WEEP

By Siba Shakib.

This book, written by Siba Shakib, an Iranian author, touches

READERS, get ready for summer by stocking up on good
books and movies!  Here are some reviews to help you with
your choices...

www.osamamovie.com

www.orangeprize.co.uk

There will be a free screening of this film on June 19 at 7
p.m. at the Cardel Theatre (6010 12 St. SE).  Donations will
be accepted.  For reservations phone 278-9108 or email
belanger.c@shaw.ca
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STAY INFORMED!! Be sure to check our website
www.w4wafghan.ca for regular updates and/or join our
news listserve at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
w4wafghan/

on a wide spectrum of the hardships suffered by Afghan
women and their families over the past 25 years.  We see the
life of an Afghan family through the eyes of Shirin-Gol, a
strong, intelligent woman who takes charge of her life de-
spite seemingly insurmountable barriers.  Ms. Shakib met
Shirin-Gol in a refugee camp near the Iranian border and re-
lates the story as told to her by this amazing Afghan woman.
Her life experiences are not, unfortunately, unique in Afghani-
stan.   Most Afghan women have experienced at least some
aspect of life as told by Shirin-Gol.

Spanning the Soviet invasion, the Mujahideen wars and
Taliban rule, Shirin-Gol’s story illustrates how one woman
coped with life under conditions we can barely imagine:  life
under the Taliban, rape, enforced prostitution, attempted
suicide, a husband’s opium addiction, life in a refugee camp,
fleeing with small children over mountain passes in frigid
conditions.   Mixed in with these experiences are also glimpses
of everyday life and simple joys and kindnesses that give
hope to those in desperate situations.

The author has a unique way of describing the characters in
the story that projects a clear, immediate image.   The images
that she paints will stay with the reader for a long time.
Throughout the stories of hardship and pain, we feel the
tremendous strength and determination of Shirin-Gol and of
the women of Afghanistan to make a better life for them-
selves and for their families.

“Shirin-Gol and Bahara have heard many such stories, both
women have often wept at the unjust fate that befalls their
sisters, women who have been abandoned by God and the
world, forgotten, alone and abandoned to the injustice of
war, of hunger, or the whims of men. Shirin-Gol and Bahara
hold each other tight, weeping together, and they know
these will not be the last tears that they weep.”

Review by Colette Belanger, CW4WAfghan board member.

 THE SWALLOWS OF KABUL
By Yasmina Khadra (Mohammed Moulessehoul)

“Khadra’s Kabul is hell on
earth, a place of hunger, te-
dium and stifling fear.” (Book
jacket) The setting is Kabul
during the reign of the
Taliban.  We follow the lives
of two couples, who at one
time had loving, meaningful
existences.  Because of the
police state imposed by the
Taliban and because of the
decline of their economy and
the harsh treatment of
women, these two couples
find themselves devoid of

both hope and love. “Gloomy prison guard Atiq Shaukat is
tired of his grim duties, keeping watch over prisoners slated
for public execution. Life at home, where his wife, Musarrat,
is slowly dying of a chronic illness, is no better. Mohsen
Ramat, meanwhile, clings to the remains of his middle-class
life together with his beautiful, progressive wife, Zunaira,
after the Taliban strip them of their livelihood and dignity.
The pivotal event occurs when Ramat discharges his frus-
trations by participating in the brutal stoning of a female
Taliban prisoner. The incident changes the dynamic of his
marriage.  Zunaira continues to bridle at her situation, and
when their next argument turns physical, Ramat falls and
dies after hitting his head on the wall. Shaukat is given the
assignment of guarding Zunaira after she is arrested and
charged with murder, and his instant infatuation with her
sets off a remarkable chain of events.” (Reed Business In-
formation)

In the end, two of them are dead, one is first resurrected by
love and then hopelessly lost, and the other has simply gone
dead inside.  It is not a pretty picture, but it gives the reader
an appreciation for the lives of people today living a harsh
reality.  I believe the book cannot be read and forgotten; and
hopefully, readers will find it in themselves to fight against
these conditions wherever they encounter them.

Review by Barb Galeski, CBE teacher-librarian and
CW4WAfghan volunteer.

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan
First National Conference and AGM

Afghanistan Today:
Canadians as Global Citizens
October 7-9, 2004 in Calgary

Watch for more details!

www.amazon.com

Looking for a way to get involved?
CW4WAfghan has many volunteer opportunities wait-
ing for YOU!  Please call  Judy at 244-5625 or email
gkitchen@telusplanet.net  for more information.


