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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Wednesday, October 12, 2005
from Kandahar to Canada
An evening with Nelofer pazira
5 – 6 p.m., John Dutton theatre, Castell Central Library 
$12 per person. for tickets phone 294-7433x1009  Afghan 
product sales and literature in the lobby
Nelofer Pazira (Afg / Can) is a journalist, actor and author. 
Her starring role in Mohsen Makhmalbaf’s fi lm Kandahar 
–which was based on her life story– unwittingly made her a 
symbol for the cause of raising awareness about the tragedy 
of the Afghan war. She has since fi lmed a pair of documen-
taries about Iran, written for a wide variety of publications, 
and founded the Dyana Afghan Women’s Fund to provide 
education and skills training for Kandahari women. Nelofer’s 
fi rst book, A Bed of Red Flowers, is a moving memoir telling 
of her family’s troubled path through Afghanistan’s turmoil 
in her childhood. Sponsored jointly by WordFest and the 
Calgary Public Library.

Monday, October 17, 2005
Shanti Day (www.shantiday.ca)  Millennium goals 
event, University of Calgary, Students’ Union, with 
information booths, literature and products.  9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Macewan hall  In September 2000, 189 nations, 
including Canada, joined together in the name of SHANTI, 
or PEACE. By signing the United Nations (UN) Millennium 
Declaration, these nations committed themselves to making 
the right to development a reality for everyone and to free-
ing the human race from want. To mark the fi ve-year report 
card of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
University of Calgary clubs are organizing this event on campus 
to raise awareness about the goals and to empower YOU to take 
ACTION to achieve them.

Saturday, October 22, 2005
SinGinG for tHe WoMen of AfGHAniStAn
6:30-7:30pm Reception-Middle Eastern Appetizers and 
Cash Bar; - Entertainment: Judy Royan, Pianist; - Displays 
and Sale of Handcrafted Afghan Products 

7:30 pm evening program - Guest Speaker, Sadiqa Basiri, 
Project Coordinator for NEC and world renowned women’s 
rights activist from Kabul
- Entertainment: Jodie Farr, accompanied by Sheri Allen, 
Alberta Country and Folk Singers - Middle Eastern Dancers.
thanks to Sponsors: Haskayne School of Business atUofC; 
CW4WAfghan; K&S Media;  Provident Energy Ltd.; Canadian 
Sport Centre Calgary; Institute for Gender Research  at UofC; 
The International Centre at UofC. 

help reach our goal of $20,000 towards 
education of Afghan women and girls.

Monday, October 24, 2005
presentation with Sybille Manneschmidt and Karin griese 
FOR YOU - A FREE COMMUNITY EVENT prior to the regu-
lar meeting of CW4WAfghan.7:00 - 8:30 pm at St. Matthew’s 
United Church, 2039 26a St. SW. Call 244-5625 for details.
What is sexualized violence and how have Afghan women 
dealt with the unprecedented exposure to traumatic 
events during the nearly twenty years of confl ict and war?  
Sybille Manneschmidt and Karin Griese are with Medica 
modiale, a German-based INGO that has developed a specifi c 
approach to help survivors of violence in countries like Bos-
nia, Herzegovina, Kosovo and Afghanistan. For full details, 
please see our Website: WHAT”S NEW October.

 guest Speaker, Sadiqa Basiri, 
Project Coordinator for NEC 

and women’s rights
activist from Kabul.

SinGinG for tHe 
WoMen of AfGHAniStAn

A fundraising evening connecting 
Albertan and Afghanistan 
culture through song and 

education at the Rozsa Centre, 
University of Calgary

IT’S SHOPPING TIME!
Saturday, November 5, 2005
International Market place fair and 
Bazaar at Robert McClure United Church
5510 26 Ave. NE from 10-3 p.m.

Saturday, November 19, 2005
project ploughshares holiday peace fair with literature 
and international handicraft sale from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
St. David’s United Church. 3303 Capitol Hill Cr. NW

For more details and to order tickets, please call 244-5625. Email 
w4wafghan@praxis.ca or visit our web site www.w4wafghan.ca.

Advance tickets $75 ($50 tax receipt available). 

Sybille Manneschmidt with girl students from the Schewaki 
Community School and Health Centre 40 kms from Kabul
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My name is Natasha Martel. I just completed Grade 9 at Bob Edwards Junior High in 
Calgary. I first became interested in CW4WAfghan when I attended their national confer-
ence in October 2004. That was when I first found out that the average wage of a teacher in 
Afghanistan is just $750.00 a year. I thought that it was awful how little they got. 
   One of the main ideas that I got from the conference was that anyone can make a dif-
ference. I thought that if I could get everyone in my school to bring in $2.00 we could 
raise over $750.00. However, this is not what I ended up doing. After talking over the 
idea with my mom, some of the social studies teachers (who were a real help with getting 
the other kids into this), and the principal, we came up with this idea instead. My mom 

Volunteer Profile:                   NAtAShA MARteL

works in libraries; through her work she is able to buy books, bookmarks, etc. at a discount. She purchased and donated 
the items so that my friends and I could sell them during the lunch hour at school. All the money from the sales went to 
CW4WAfghan. I also asked my family for part of my Christmas present to be a donation to the fund. At my school we also 
did some fundraising for the tsunami and other organisations. I was on the committee and proposed that CW4WAfghan be 
one of the organisations that should receive a portion of the funds. I also received donations from some of the teachers at school, and 
a $50.00 donation from one girl at my school.
   I felt it was important for others in my school to know what is happening in Afghanistan and to know why I was fundraising. I 
spoke to the socials studies teachers and, with their permission, bought the CW4WAfghan Education Kit. (The kit, by the way, is 
amazing.) In the spring I, along with a couple of my friends, used the kit to make presentations to most of the French immersion 
classes at my school. Also to further my work, I invited CW4WAfghan to come to my school’s multicultural/peace fair where my 
mom, Janice Eisenhauer, and I ran a booth. After all of that I was able to present Janice with a cheque for $1012.00.

Elections in Afghanistan                By Colette Belanger

September 18, 2005 marked an important benchmark for 
Afghanistan in the running of the first Parliamentary elec-
tions in over 30 years in that country.  This was no small 
feat, based on the slow pace of reconstruction and lack of 
infrastructure throughout most of the country.  In an overall 
sense, the election process went quite smoothly.  There was 
no rampant violence as predicted by the Taliban, and most 
polling stations were prepared to receive the voters.However 
voter turnout at 50% was much less than expected, compared 
to 76% for the presidential elections of October 2004.
   According to Robert Kluyver of the Open Society Insti-
tute in Afghanistan (OSI), “Some 12.4 million Afghans were 
registered to vote for the national legislature and provincial 
assemblies at more than 6,000 polling stations nationwide. 
They were guarded by some 100,000 Afghan police and sol-
diers and 30,000 foreign troops [roughly 20,000 Coalition 
troops and 10,000 NATO (ISAF) peacekeeping forces]. Bal-
lots had been prepared for the 2,700 candidates vying for the 
249 seats in the lower house of the national assembly and the 
3,100 candidates for the 420 seats on 34 provincial councils.”  
   Logistical preparations leading up to the elections were 
relatively thorough, but intimidation was an important factor 
for many women candidates. At the outset of the campaign, 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) called for increased security for 
female candidates, but many felt threatened as evidenced by 
the following quotation from HRW’s report:

“Security is different for men and women. Men candidates 
have put their pictures everywhere in the bazaar. Women 
candidates can’t do that, because they are afraid. Somebody 
might come during the night and kill them. Anything can 
happen. Warlords are ruling. They can do anything they 
want. Commanders have lots of guns.”

 -woman Wolesi Jirga candidate,  
Kandahar province, July 27, 2005  

 
The OSI describes the process thus:
“The candidates, contesting the elections as individuals under Af-
ghanistan’s Single Non-Transferable Vote system, each had a sym-
bol, a number and a photograph, to help Afghanistan’s numerous 
illiterates identify their preference. In many provinces voters had to 
choose one among more than 100 candidates for the Wolesi Jirga, 
and another one among an equivalent number of contestants for the 
provincial councils, on two separate ballots. An OSI-funded orga-
nization, the Afghan Foundation for Culture and Civil Society, had 
interviewed more than 90% of the contestants for the Parliament, 
and published and distributed 180,000 copies of the resulting can-
didates’ catalogues, with biographical data and a short statement of 
their political agenda, to help voters make their choice .”
   According to the OSI, a number of factors are thought 
to have negatively affected voter turnout.  First, the sheer 
number of candidates not only made the ballots physically 
unwieldy, but also made it difficult for voters to find their 
candidate, especially those voters with poor eyesight or 
low literacy.  
   Second, many candidates were either unknown to vot-
ers, or were known to be former commanders or warlords, 
mistrusted or even feared by the local population. The OSI 
report states: “In other words, despite the many candidates, 
they couldn’t find a single one they wanted to vote for.  In 
that respect, it is interesting to see that female candidates 
are often more trusted than male ones (according to exit 
polls) and women could gain more than the 25% allotted 
seats in the Wolesi Jirga (Lower House or House of People).”
   A third reason was likely that there was a large degree of 
uncertainty as to what the role of the elected representatives 
would be in the new parliament, and how much influence 
they would have on the government.

... continued Page 3.
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  Finally, the voting system itself was fraught with controversy. 
The Single Non Transferable Vote system is only used in three 
other countries in the world and is considered to be dysfunc-
tional. The system does not allow for political parties which, 
in Afghanistan is considered to be a good thing, as many peo-
ple blame factional political parties for the destruction of the 
country. However, because of this, gaining any sort of cohesion 
or agreement within parliament will be very difficult because 
the elected individuals will not have any common bonds. One 
hopeful exception to this may be that women representatives 
may form some sort of coalition based on common goals.
   The low voter turnout was no doubt influenced by the above 
factors; however Robert Kluyver of the OSI believes that: 
“there is an even stronger underlying current in Afghan public 
opinion, which is altogether more serious. Afghans don’t be-
lieve that they can really participate in their nation’s politics.” 
Since the beginning of the Bonn process, many of the deci-
sions that have been made around the governance of Afghan-
istan have appeared to Afghans to have been made behind 
closed doors and often with input or influence from warlords 
and their representatives. Even after Karzai’s election as 
President, the repeated calls of the public for the removal of 
warlords from positions of power and influence have been 
ignored. Issues of public safety, education, health care, infra-
structure and judiciary systems have not been addressed to 
the satisfaction of most Afghans, or at a pace that has made a 
significant difference to their lives.  
   The results of the elections are due on October 22, 2005. It 
is hoped that the resulting Afghan parliament will become an 
instrument whereby ordinary Afghans can exercise their right 
to self-determination through their elected representatives. As 
Mr. Kluyver states: “It is now urgent to restore confidence in 
democracy–for example, by supporting the National Assembly, 
building the capacity of the Parliamentarians and the National 
Assembly staff, promoting transparency of the government and 
ensuring multiple channels remain open between the popula-
tion and the representatives it elected, and gradually increas-
ing the powers of the elected institutions.”

The following are a number of quotes from Afghans on their 
impressions of the elections held in September 2005:

TAHIR QADIRY, 21, JOURNALIST, MAZAR-E-SHARIF:
     Oppression in Afghanistan is older than I am.  We are a war-weary 
country and nothing like this has happened in my lifetime.  It is a 
golden opportunity for Afghans, but there are serious problems.
     Some people don’t even know what an election is! I’ve met peo-
ple who think this is a presidential election, saying they’re going to 
vote for Hamid Karzai.  There are illiterates standing as candidates; 
the constitution says nothing about literacy. How can candidates de-
fend the rights of people if they cannot even read the law?  There are 
also warlords who have nominated themselves. If they are elected, 
an unhappy atmosphere could return.
     I want to vote for an independent. I don’t care about his or her 
ethnicity - I just want them to be competent and capable. That is my 
slogan. I know the next generation of candidates will be better. This 
country can produce people with open minds and great ideas and I 
would like to stand for election one day.

SHAHRNAZ RAFI, 20, OFFICE WORKER, KABUL
I’m going to vote for the candidate who will rid this country of preju-
dice and discrimination.
     The main victims of our recent history have been women and chil-
dren. My society doesn’t consider women to be equal. When a girl is 
born into a family, it is bad news. At all stages of life - from birth to 
marriage to motherhood - women face discrimination.  This election 
gives us a chance to prove our worth in the political arena.
     One of the things I have observed is that people only trust those 
they have direct relationships with. They will vote according to their 
personal relationships with candidates. So I am afraid that warlords 
will get elected because they have power and connections. There 
have been small revolutions since the Taliban, who didn’t allow 
women to walk freely. But, I fear, the Taliban lives on in the minds 
of some men.

FEROZA MUSHTARI, MIDWIFE, KAPISA PROVINCE.
We’re not voting on little bits of policy. I feel as if we are voting on 
the survival of our future generations.  I mean this literally.
     In Afghanistan there are not enough institutions to train midwives 
and they only train for two years. After they graduate, only a few of 
them get places in hospitals and many of them stay at home.  My re-
quest to parliament is that they must improve the level of midwifery 
education. It’s an incredibly important job in this country because 
we have the world’s highest maternal mortality rates here.
     This is also why women in the Afghan parliament are so impor-
tant. Women know very well the problems that mothers suffer.  My 
vote will go to somebody who is enlightened, educated and, most 
importantly, somebody who has feeling.  Women can make informed 
decisions about the future mothers of Afghanistan.

MOHAMMED IBRAHIM, CHARITY ADMINISTRATOR, KABUL
We are disappointed in our candidates. There are commanders 
and warlords and great corruption. Parliament needs educated 
people who are honest and hard working. The priority for Afghans is 
to choose a good person, but bribes are dirtying the process.
     I often find that women are the best candidates. I hope 
they can find more supporters to work for them as they have 
no political affiliations. But I fear they have little support in 
the population. This choice of voters has been selected from 
as wide a cross-section of people as possible and may not be 
representative of wider public opinion.

Arthur Kent’s latest short story, Warlord Reborn, 
is published in The Literary Review, Summer 
2005 edition. Warlord Reborn is set in Afghani-
stan in 2004. An aging guerrilla warrior, cast 
aside after helping to depose the Taliban, finds 
his fortunes changing for the better--thanks to 
a dubious proposition from the U.S. Army.  For 
more details visit: www.ghostsandwarlords.com

CW4WAfghAN CALgARy ChApteR MeetINg:
Monday,  Oct 24, 2005 at St. Matthews United Church, 
2035 - 26 A Street S.W., Calgary, from 7-9 p.m. JOIN US!


