
January 25, 2021  
 

Subject: Letter on Behalf of Afghan Women to President Biden 
 

Dear Mr. President Biden: 

Please accept our heartfelt congratulations on your victory. Here in Afghanistan, 
we watched the inauguration and the restoration of democracy with much 
enthusiasm as we believe democratic processes must be preserved and 
strengthened, something we, the women of Afghanistan are striving to protect 
and preserve in our beloved country.  

We were particularly pleased to hear you uphold America’s standing as the 
“leading force for good in the world” and to hear you say that “America secured 
liberty at home and stood once again as a beacon to the world.” 

As we have been watching the political developments in your country, we 
understand that your list of policy priorities is long given the spread of COVID-19 
and the political division in your country.  We also understand that one of your 
foreign policy priorities is to ‘end America’s endless wars’, making Afghanistan no 
exception.  

 We too want an end to this brutal war that has taken too many precious lives for 
the past 40 years.  

Twenty years ago, when the US and its allies toppled the Taliban regime, there 
were two dominant terrorist groups active in Afghanistan, namely the Taliban and 
Al-Qaeda.  Today, there are more than 20 terrorist groups, including the Islamic 
State. Our police and law enforcement personnel combat terrorism daily which 
has created unique partnerships between criminal organizations and terrorist 
cells to undermine the authority of the Afghan government, thereby fostering an 
environment void of the rule of law.  

We are deeply concerned by new, severe tactics employed by the Taliban and 
other armed extremist groups, notably their campaign of assassinations against 
civil society advocates, journalists and women leaders. The Taliban has even 
increased threats against NGOs, particularly those working on girls’ 
education.  As a result of direct threats and attacks, hundreds of schools have 
been closed and many more are at risk of being closed. Since the signing of the 
US-Taliban agreement in February 2020, civic leaders and their family members 
have been targeted and murdered.   

 

Ceasefire is the top priority for the millions of Afghan men, women and children. 
It stands as the only viable path to pursue genuine negotiations and to give the 



people of Afghanistan a moment to breath.  The release of Taliban prisoners and 
the formation of any future government structure should be conditioned to the 
group’s declaration of a ceasefire. If not, more Taliban members will return to the 
battlefield paving the way for more chaos.  

The peace process with the Taliban, much of which has been conducted behind 
closed doors, is in dire need of transparency and accountability. As our partner 
in the fight against terrorism, we urge your administration to look at the peace 
process through the lens of real conditions on the ground, not an arbitrary 
deadline.  

A hasty withdrawal will have dire consequences for Afghanistan and the region 
and will once again turn the country into a safe haven for terrorist groups. 
Additionally, the Taliban’s behavior confirms that a deal to appease the Taliban 
and their supporters is not going to lead them to moderation and peace. Instead 
it emboldens them to revert to the brutal tactics they employed when they were 
last in power. As they have gained political leverage through their engagement 
in the U.S.-Taliban agreement, they have doubled down on restricting Afghan’s 
human rights and limiting women’s access to equal education, employment and 
mobility. This will only amplify existing grievances and lead to new forms of 
conflict.   

We applaud the commitments made in your campaign to uphold human rights 
and gender equality, we are certain that you, President Biden, can agree 
Afghans deserve to live free of violence. We ask that, as our ally in the war 
against terror, help us rise from the ashes and restore a just, dignified and 
lasting peace in our country. You can do this by reassessing the U.S Taliban 
agreement, pushing for a ceasefire and an end to the assassination of innocent 
civilians, equaling the playing field in the negotiations and investment in a 
genuine peace process that will bring lasting peace to Afghanistan and the 
region. 
 
For peace and solidarity,  

Our Voice - Our Future  

Together Stronger  

Afghan Women’s Network 


