
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Human Rights Day 2012: Take Action to Remember and Honour Anisa 
 
We are calling for a global, collective memorial this Human Rights Day in honour of Afghan 
student Anisa. 
 
Anisa was a mature Grade 10 student at the Mahmoud Raqi Girlsʼ High School in Kapisa 
province, Afghanistan, who was working towards high school completion while also working as 
a community health volunteer on a polio eradication campaign in her village. She was shot and 
killed on her way home from school on December 4, 2012. Insurgents are suspected of 
carrying out Anisaʼs murder.  
 
Anisa is only the latest victim in a long spate of targeted attacks against female students, their 
teachers, principals, and parents. Most of these victims are unnamed and unknown outside of 
Afghanistan, and their deaths are quickly forgotten, their legacies snuffed out too quickly.  
 
But when Pakistani schoolgirl Malala Yousufzai survived a similar attack in Pakistanʼs Swat 
Valley earlier this year, people around the world demonstrated a solidarity too often absent in 
the face of one of historyʼs most important social justice struggles: the fight of girls and women 
like Anisa and Malala to learn. 
 
Let us also stand with Anisa, and ensure her memory is honoured and that her tragic death 
serves as a beacon to mobilize support for the right she was courageously trying to live out: 
the basic right to education.  
 
December 10 is International Human Rights Day. We are asking people and organizations 
all over the world to commit to carrying out a simple act of solidarity in memory of Anisa, 
starting on December 10, and continuing throughout the month of December 2012.  
 
Tell us about how you remembered Anisa by during December 2012, and we will post your 
action on a special website erected in honour of Anisa, and dedicated to all girls who have 
bravely fought for an education against seemingly insurmountable odds. We will publicize the 
ways people around the world recognized Anisaʼs life throughout December, to ensure that her 
legacy lives on, and her name is not forgotten like so many othersʼ.  
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Afghan school girls want an education 



Ideas for Individual Action in Memory of Anisa:  
• Light a candle in your window for Anisa 
• Write a simple comment or statement expressing your reaction to Anisaʼs murder 
• Create a piece of art, drawing, poem or music 
• Share Anisaʼs story on social media 
• Write a letter to your elected representative asking for girlsʼ right to education in 
Afghanistan to be protected as the greatest international development and human rights 
priority 
• Donate in Anisaʼs name to an education charity 
• Tweet messages of solidarity for Anisa using #Justice4Anisa 
 
Ideas for Group Action in Memory of Anisa:  
• Hold a candlelight vigil 
• Organize an event 
• Create posters for public places to tell Anisaʼs story 
• Paint a mural or dedicate an art piece to Anisa 
• Put up a banner in a public space 
• Tell Anisaʼs story on your organizationʼs website 
 
Document your action, and send us your photos, stories, poems or other actions to: 
info@cw4wafghan.ca by December 31, 2012, or post them on this moderated Facebook page: 
http://www.facebook.com/JusticeForAnisa 
 
We are happy to brainstorm with you about other ways you can take action locally and globally. 
Contact us to talk.  
 
An initiative of:  
 
 
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan 
www.CW4WAfghan.ca 
 
 
 
 
Women for Afghan Women 
www.womenforafghanwomen.org 
 
 
 
 
Safe World for Women 
www.asafeworldforwomen.org 
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