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Welcome to your May News Bulletin! The last few weeks have been
exceptionally busy for CW4WAfghan, as we work to respond to the rapidly
changing situation on the ground in Afghanistan, which is currently facing not
only a public health emergency, but tenuous peace negotiations that threaten to
set back advances made in women’s rights. The need for our work has
intensified, not only to meet basic needs for the girls and women who normally
participate in our programs during this unprecedented emergency, but in order
to protect their human rights once the global pandemic recedes. We want to
update you on a few recent initiaves that, with your support, are allowing us to
fulfill our mission during these difficult times. Read on to learn what
meaningful differences your support is making right now.

OUR COVID 19 UPDATE
Our country office staff continue to be busy as an integral part of the
Covid-19 response in Afghanistan. In addition to maintaining our regular
programs, some in modified form,
and providing emergency
interventions like food security, we are supporting the development of
new distance education tools. This includes launching our new
courseware site, DDL Courses, and localizing a reading programme for
children established by our partner Storyweaver specifically for use in
Afghanistan, an initiative which you’ll read more about below. We are also
working with the BC and Manitoba Councils for International Cooperation
to tell and promote stories of the innovation and resilience on show in
work being done in Afghanistan to combat Covid-19 and related health
and socio-economic challenges.

FTZ FOOD SECURITY APPEAL
We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of supporters in response to our
appeal to ensure that families whose daughters normally attend our FTZ girl’s
school in Kabul have enough to eat during the Covid 19 emergency in
Afghanistan. Over $5,000 was raised in the first 24 hours of the appeal! A huge
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attention to this exceptional food security need. We are still a long way from our

fundraising goal, and with lockdown likely to continue for the foreseeable future,
our work to protect the safety of vulnerable girls and families is far from over. If
you feel able to donate, there is still time!

MAY IS VIRTUAL BREAKING BREAD MONTH!
Maybe you are looking for a more active way to support our work. At the
beginning of the month we launched our second annual Breaking Bread Month,
which is happening virtually throughout May, via our facebook page and twitter.
Every few days we’ll be posting new Afghan recipes for you to try, and we
challenge you to organize a virtual potluck on Skype, Zoom, or another
platform. So whether you’re cooking on your own or with the whole family, let’s
come together for food, fundraising and fun! You can find more information here
and some inspiring recipes suggestions here. In this current time of uncertainty
and social isolation, let’s come together to break bread and protect the rights of
the most at-risk in this crisis, because human rights are universal!
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READ OUR SENIOR DIRECTOR'S RECENT PIECE IN MEDIUM
Our Senior Director, Murwarid Ziayee, has once again published an insightful
and impassioned piece in Medium. In it she highlights the desire of people in
Afghanistan to see a peace process that is truly representative of the diverse
voices of the country, in particular women's voices. During this time of
exceptional challenge the world over, it is easy to lose sight of the persistent
circumstances that women in Afghanistan continue to face. Thank you,
Murwarid, for continuing to raise those issues, advocate for the rights of women
and girls in Afghanistan, and raise the profile of our organization!

STORYWEAVER: CALL FOR VOLUNTEER TRANSLATORS TO
TRANSLATE CHILDREN’S STORYBOOKS
We are pleased to announce a new campaign through our ongoing partnership
with Storyweaver, to produce another 100 children’s storybooks in Farsi and
Pashto for children to read in Afghanistan. These stories will be used in a
special distance Reading Programme developed by Storyweaver, that we are
adapting for use in Afghanistan. At this time when children are out of school
due to the COVID19 pandemic, it is more important than ever that they are
given opportunities for learning and literacy development, through engaging,
age-appropriate reading material, to mitigate the interruption to their education.
But as always, we can’t do it without you. We urgently need volunteer
translators to translate specially selected storybooks from Storyweaver’s
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contact us at info@darakhtdanesh.org
Tell us what language combination you can
work in (English to Pashto; English to Farsi;
or Farsi to Pashto), and we will send you a
book and instructions for translation.
Tha
nk
you
for
sharing our appeal with others too.
Through

the

support

bilingual

volunteers,
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generous
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Darakht-e

Danesh Library has made a range of
children’s storybooks available in digital format, and thousands of these books
have been printed and distributed to schools in Afghanistan too.

OUR COUNTRY DIRECTOR IS RECOGNIZED FOR HER LEADERSHIP
Latifa, our Country Director, recently received an award from the Rotary Club of
Kabul for the impact her work has had on the empowerment of women and girls
in Afghanistan. During her acceptance speech, she spoke about the norms in
Afghan society which limit opportunities for women and girls, and what steps
can be taken to increase their presence in leadership roles. Latifa, who is also a
member of the Kabul Rotary Club, is a tireless advocate for the rights of
women, and we are very lucky to have her at CW4WAfghan. Congratulations
on this recognition for your inspiring work, Latifa!

CW4WAFGHAN TO PARTICIPATE IN BCCIC WEBINAR
CW4WAfghan Executive Director Lauryn Oates and Senior Director Murwarid
Ziayee will speak at an upcoming webinar hosted by the BC Council for
International Cooperation. Entitled, GROUNDTRUTHS - Innovation and Good
Practices in the Empowerment of Women. the webinar will include a case
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practices, lessons learned and recommendations for advancing gender
equality and women’s empowerment. The webinar is open to all. More
information on the event, including how to register, can be found here.
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VICTORIA CHAPTER VIRTUAL RED PASHMINA WALK
Even during these challenging times, our supporters
are finding creative ways to show their commitment
to providing education for the women and girls of
Afghanistan, and we’re humbled and grateful for your
support! On May 2nd our
Victora chapter, inspired by
the same event that’s been
taking place in
Peterborough since 2011,
reimagined their planned Red Pashmina walk for the
times of social distancing. Chapter members Jill and
Jane said rain wasn't going to stop them from
supporting rights for girls and women, and thanked
their friends and neighbours for donating to
CW4WAfghan's work. Both walked in
their neighbourhoods wearing their beautiful red pashminas, and while
observing social distancing, supporters managed to raise almost $2,000 for our
work. A huge thank you to Victoria chapter supporters!

AFGHAN CYCLES SCREENING AND FUNDRAISER
Vanessa Lebrun of Liv Cycling recently organized a special screening of the
documentary Afghan Cycles in Vancouver. The event was also a fundraiser for
CW4WAfghan’s work. Vanessa says “I’m so happy with our event, where we
were able to share Afghan women’s reality with our cycling community”. Thank
you, Vanessa and all who attended, for your support!
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CW4WAFGHAN LITERACY PROGRAM CELEBRATES
INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY
Our Afghanistan Women’s Empowerment Program (AWEP) in Takhar province
recently held a celebration commemorating International Mother Language
Day. This celebration is so important in multinational and multilingual
Afghanistan, where over 40 languages are spoken in 200 local accents. The
celebration included reading promotion activities like storytelling, and two
literacy classes were held with 100 participants from our literacy program and
local public schools, who were provided with books in Dari, Pashto and Uzbeki.
Below, some of the participants share their thoughts about the importance of
mother language learning.
“My name is Zahra, I am 12 years old. I don’t attend a
school, because my family doesn’t allow me. I am
just studying in a course which is located near my
house. Everyone loves her mother language, and I
enjoy reading books and communicating with my
friends and family in my mother tongue. I am living in
Qara Baee Payan village, Takhar province”

"My name is Mawloda and I am 19 years old. I am
studying in the Qara Baee Payan literacy class in
Takhar. It is better that first, we should learn in our
mother tongue. I love my mother language and
respect other languages also”

MEET SHARAN, OUR SUMMER INTERN
Hello, I'm Sharan. I have a background in refugee protection work with the
UNHCR in Malaysia, primarily with gender-based violence and unaccompanied
minors. I am currently working with the Canadian Red Cross in emergency
operations, supporting the Canadian federal government’s quarantine facility for
returning travellers into Vancouver. I am completing my Masters in Human
Security and Peacebuilding, where I met Lauryn Oates and learned about the
key components of gender and education in the global peacebuilding process.
It was here that I became inspired to support initiatives in education and literacy
for women and girls, which is why I wanted to be exposed to and learn more
about the critical and inspiring work that CW4WAfghan continues to do
everyday. I am very proud to be a part of this organization and I look forward to
seeing where this journey will take me.
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